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BY KATIE METTLER

Tension had been building in-
side Maryland’s maximum- 
­security psychiatric hospital 
when the news began to circulate 
among employees: Scott Moran, 
their CEO, had been banished 
from the facility.

Moran’s boss at Clifton T. Per-
kins Hospital Center, which hous-
es people diagnosed with serious 
mental illnesses who have been 
accused of violence, had applied 
for a restraining order against the 
doctor in February, accusing him 
of sending “racially suggestive 
messages” and making violent 

threats.
The doctor was suspended and 

later fired.
Since then, a Washington Post 

investigation into Moran’s ten-
ure found that the allegations 
outlined in the restraining or-
der petition were not isolated, but 
a culmination of years of well-
documented but unaddressed 
complaints about hospital mis-
management and safety that had 

prompted staff departures and, at 
times, left employees and pa-
tients vulnerable.

The Post found that state offi-
cials had been warned many 
times about conditions at Perkins 
during the administrations of 
then-Gov. Larry Hogan (R), who 
is now running for U.S. Senate, 
and Gov. Wes Moore (D), widely 
seen as a political rising star. 
Complaints began soon after Mo-

ran’s hiring in 2019, and alarm 
over dangerous conditions at the 
facility escalated during his ten-
ure, crescendoing in several vio-
lent episodes last year including 
an out-of-control brawl, a patient 
rape and a patient death — inci-
dents that have not been reported 
publicly until now.

Interviews with more than two 
dozen people with knowledge of 
the problems at Perkins, many of 
whom spoke on the condition of 
anonymity for fear of retaliation 
from state officials or Moran, 
along with hundreds of pages of 
letters, emails, police documents 
and court records obtained by 

The Post, revealed the following:
l The death of the woman,  

­40-year-old Martina Morgan, 
sparked a six-month police inves-
tigation, in which detectives told 
prosecutors they suspected po-
tential criminal medical neglect 
at Perkins. Police alleged in docu-
ments that Perkins’s leadership 
had failed to comply with a re-
quest to preserve surveillance 
footage from before and after 
Morgan’s death, so its automated 
system permanently deleted criti-
cal evidence. The Howard County 
State’s Attorney’s Office declined 
to file charges.
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The Biden administration in-
tensified pressure on Israel this 
week to improve dire conditions 
for civilians in the Gaza Strip, as 
top officials warned they would 
resort to punitive measures, po-
tentially including a suspension 
of military aid, if humanitarian 
aid flows are not increased within 
a month.

In an Oct. 13 letter to senior 
Israeli officials, Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin and Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken demanded 
urgent steps to ensure noncomba-
tants have access to food and 
other necessities, blaming actions 
by the Israeli government and 
lawlessness in Gaza for a recent 
deterioration of conditions there.

Absent a change, they cau-
tioned, the administration would 
be obliged to take steps laid out in 
laws and policies linking the facil-
itation of humanitarian aid dur-
ing wartime and the compliance 
with laws of war, including the 
protection of civilians, to the pro-
vision of U.S. arms and military 
assistance. The letter, which be-
came public Tuesday, gives the 
government of Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu one month 
to comply, which would delay any 
action until after the U.S. presi-
dential election.

While the letter from Austin 
and Blinken, addressed to Israeli 
Defense Minister Yoav Gallant 
and Minister for Strategic Affairs 
Ron Dermer, does not explicitly 
reference a possible suspension of 
arms transfers, it represents an 
implicit warning that the United 
States could curtail or halt those 
shipments if Israel does not en-
sure that desperate Gazans can 
access food, medicine and other 
necessities.

Their missive underscores the 
extreme friction surrounding 
America’s ties with the Jewish 
state, a relationship characterized 
by close coordination amid the 
Israeli military’s ongoing war 
against Hamas, the Iranian-
backed militant group whose 
fighters attacked the country on 
Oct. 7, 2023, but also intense 
strains over Israel’s conduct of 
that fight.

It comes, too, at a moment of 
heightened fear in Washington 

see israel on A17
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CAPE CORAL, Fla. — In 2017, Angela and 
Donald Brudos moved to a modest, 
ranch-style house where the Caloosa-
hatchee River empties into the vast calm 
of the Gulf of Mexico. Despite Florida’s 
reputation for extreme weather, it held 
out the promise of an affordable paradise 
where they could retire.

“We felt safe,” said Angela, “because 
neighbors told us it had never flooded.”

But even as the Brudoses’ home re-
mained perfectly dry, climate change was 
beginning to reshape the housing market 

here — and in vulnerable places through-
out America. By the time they settled in 
their new home, research suggests, flood 
risks were already making people less 
willing to pay top dollar for houses in wa-
terfront neighborhoods such as theirs, 
eroding prices even as values marched 
upward in lower-risk neighborhoods.

As buyers and sellers wake up to risks 
on a hotter planet, Cape Coral might be a 
preview of what millions of homeowners 
throughout the country could face: a slow 
and almost imperceptible re-pricing of 
many people’s biggest asset.

For the Brudoses, the risk became ap-
parent only when Hurricane Ian crashed 
ashore in 2022, leaving their living room 

buried under mud and debris.
When I stepped onto their front lawn 

this July, nearly two years after the storm, 
they were still living in a trailer in their 
driveway. Escalating expenses and insur-
ance delays had left them drowning in 
debt. To qualify for flood zone insurance, 
they took out a $210,000 loan to elevate 
their home.

“The only choice we had was to go se-
verely in debt and raise the house, and 
hope by being elevated, you can recoup 
the money,” Donald Brudos said. “We’re 

see housing on A12

Climate Coach

Eroding the housing market
Climate change may be re-pricing Americans’ biggest assets, swaths of real estate data show

Thomas Simonetti for The Washington Post

A residence under construction in July in Cape Coral, Fla., a canal-filled city vulnerable to sea-level rise and storm surge.

BY MICHAEL BRICE-SADDLER

PONTIAC, Mich. — This city’s 
main drag has not seen true bustle 
for decades, with dozens of vacant 
storefronts scattered among ac-
tive businesses. But that has not 
stopped Bryan Killian-Bey from 
daydreaming about the red brick 
corner property on North Sag-
inaw Street.

“I have my goals,” he said, peer-
ing inside a building that he has 
already explored transforming 
into a Black-owned restaurant 
and lounge. “We don’t have 
enough places for us.”

It has been a good year for 
Killian-Bey, 60, who in August 
took on a lead violence-preven-
tion role for the city that nearly 
doubled his pay. But he sours 
when discussing the presidential 
election.

Talking to The Washington Post 
nearly a year ago, he said Black 
men were being overlooked by 
both parties. And the ascent of 
Vice President Kamala Harris, 
who is Black and Indian Ameri-
can, has not changed his mind.

In December, when President 
Joe Biden was the presumed Dem-
ocratic nominee and The Post in-
terviewed Killian-Bey and other 
Black men in the Detroit area, 
polls showed waning enthusiasm 
among Black voters for Biden and 
the Democrats. After Harris was 
nominated, a late August Wash-
ington Post-Ipsos poll found a sig-
nificant jump in the number of 
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In a Mich. 
city, Black 
men tepid
on Harris
Some Pontiac residents 

say the candidate’s vision 
doesn’t include them

Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post

A teleprompter at Donald Trump’s town hall Monday in Oaks, Pa., 
where he stopped taking questions and danced for 39 minutes.

Valaurian Waller for the Washington Post

Bryan Killian-Bey, 60, who 
voted for President Joe Biden in 
2020 and says he would never 
back Donald Trump, is not sure 
whether he will vote this time.

ELECTION 2024

BY MARIANNE LEVINE, 
MAEVE RESTON 

AND MERYL KORNFIELD

Donald Trump went online af-
ter midnight Tuesday to brag 
about acing cognitive exams he 
never released and his cholester-
ol, then misleadingly called Vice 
President Kamala Harris’s aller-
gies a “dangerous situation.” By 
midday he was meandering 

through an interview in which he 
would not directly say whether he 
would allow a peaceful transfer of 
power after the election and later 
complained about Fox News hav-
ing a Harris aide on air. He had 
spent the previous evening host-
ing an unusual town hall (“It was 
amazing!”) that started with long-
winded answers to friendly ques-
tions and ended with him sway-
ing and bopping to music for 39 
minutes.

With three weeks left until 
Election Day, Trump is running 
an unorthodox, freewheeling 
campaign, directing threats and 
insults at a wide mix of people 
and institutions, pushing his trav-
els deeper into Democratic states 

where nonpartisan analysts do 
not regard him as competitive, 
and wielding darkening rhetoric 
about undocumented immi-
grants and personal attacks 
against Harris at campaign 
events where he often veers off-
script and has mixed up words.

In recent days, the Republican 
presidential nominee held a rally 
in safely Democratic California, 
where he suggested that a heckler 
would later “get the hell knocked 
out of her”; he spoke at an event 
in Colorado, promoting false-
hoods about Venezuelan gangs 
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