STEPHEN
ROCHE

ON WINNING, LOSING
AND REGRET
IAN O’'RIORDAN SPORT

MARY LOU'S

. PAT LEAHY WEEKEND

GRISIS

THE IRISH TIMES

WEEKEND
EDITION

€4.00(£3.00Northernlreland)

Seasonal
shift

Calm before
the storm

Barges tied up
along the Grand
Canal in Dublin
yesterday. Met
Eireann has issued
weather warnings
as Storm Ashley
approaches. There
is a possibility of
coastal flooding.
Report: page 3
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Green Party leader rebuked for suggesting
November 29th as possible polling day

Tdnaiste calls for clarity on election date
but ‘this is something’ for talks next week

PATLEAHY
and JACK HORGAN-JONES

The leaders of the Coalition
parties will discuss the timing
of the general election on Mon-
day evening with expectations
growing thata date at the end of
November - or possibly early
December - will be chosen as
polling day.

November 29th was suggest-
edyesterdayby the Green Party
leader, Roderic O’Gorman,
much to the annoyance of Fine
Gael, who pointed outitwas the
Taoiseach’s constitutional pre-
rogative to call the election.

State may sign up to Tron Dome’ defence

CONOR GALLAGHER

Ireland mayjoinaplannedinter-
national missile defence system,
which has been dubbed “a Euro-
pean Iron Dome”, under plans
being considered by officials.
The European Sky Shield
Initiative (ESSI) is aimed at
significantly upgrading the air
and missile defences of Europe-
an countries. Polish prime
minister Donald Tusk recently
likened it to Iron Dome, Israel’s
anti-missile system.

Weather

Dry and sunny with the odd
shower but rain will developin
the southwest after nightfall.
Highs of 12-15degrees.
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A spokesman said the
Taoiseach would engage with
Coalition leaders before seek-
ing a dissolution of the Ddil and
triggering an election, adding
thatthe Taoiseach “has consist-
ently stated he will not do that
through the media” - widely
seen as a rebuke to his Govern-
ment colleague.

While the calling of an elec-
tionisthe Taoiseach’s responsi-
bility, itis the Minister for Hous-
ing, Fianna Fail’s Darragh
O’Brien, who will have responsi-
bility for setting the date and
deciding on either a three- or
four-week campaign.

Germany established the
ESSIin 2022 inresponse to Rus-
sia’sdevastating long-range mis-
sile attacks on Ukraine. It will al-
low countries to jointly procure
advanced air defence systems
and co-ordinate their use.

The possibility of Ireland
joining the ESSI is one option
being considered by a civil and
military team of Irish defence
planners. It is one of several
proposals aimed at dramatical-
ly improving Ireland’s negligi-
ble air defences.
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The Coalition leaders will dis-
cuss arrangements for rushing
through necessary legislation
in the remaining weeks of the
Dail. The Finance Bill — which
gives effect to many budget
measures — will need to be
pushed through while other
essential legislation includes
the Appropriations Bill and leg-
islation providing a three-year
budget for the Houses of the
Oireachtas, which also must be
passed byyear end.

That Bill was approved by
the Government earlier this
month. Itincludes provision for
€565 million for the operation
of the Oireachtas from 2025 to
2027, an increase of more than
20 per cent over the three years
2022-2024.

A seriesof supplementary es-
timates - essentially top-ups to
the budgets of several Govern-
ment departments — must also
be passed in Ddil votes.

There is also a technical Bill
necessary to underpin the

The Defence Forces operate
out-of-date ground-to-air mis-
sile units and anti-aircraft guns
which are of limited use against
modern threats.

Crucially, Ireland also lacks a
primary radar system capable
of detecting airborne threats.

Sources said the work of the
civil-military group is at a very
early stage and that its focus is
on procuring a military radar
system, rather than joining anin-
ternational air defence system.

However, membership of

Middle East:Israel has
sentmore troops into
Gaza,dashing hopes of
aquick end to the con-
flict after Hamasleader
Yahya Sinwar waskilled
thisweek: pagell
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State’s private health insur-
ance market which must be
passed before the end of the
year.

The Dail sits next week and
then rises for a week for the
midterm break, returning on
Tuesday, November 5th.

Senior political sources
ruled out cancelling the mid-
term break, meaning that all
remaining Bills that are essen-
tial will have to be passed in the
days after November 5th if
there is to be a November 29th
election. Sources say this is pos-
sible with extensive use of the
guillotine-a parliamentary mo-
tion that ends the debate and
requires an immediate vote.

Slip

The last possible date for the
dissolution of the D4il to allow
for a November 29th election is
Friday, November 8th. With so
much legislation to pass
through the Oireachtas in such
a short time, some sources

the ESSI is one option being
considered as part of long-term
planning, sources said.

“Department officials are
considering a range of Europe-
an developments regarding air
and missile defence while focus-
ing on developing Ireland’s
own capabilities in this area,” a
Department of Defence spokes-
person said.

Ireland has not yet been
invited to participate in the initi-
ative. Any invitation “will be ex-
amined in full cognisance of
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think that the election date
could slip into December.

A senior Fianna Fiil figure
suggested December 6th as a
potential date, noting it was the
anniversary of the signature of
the Anglo-Irish Treaty.

Meanwhile, a senior Fine
Gael figure said it was now “al-
most guaranteed” that the elec-
tion would not be held on the
29th, due to Mr O’Gorman’s
suggestion, and would not be
announced next week.

Other sources said that they
did not expect any announce-
ment on Monday, but that the
leaders would look at the
practicalities of clearing the
decks for an election.

Speaking in Cork yesterday
afternoon, Téanaiste Micheal
Martin agreed there was a need
for clarity, adding: “Thisis some-
thing we can deal with next
week.” However, he was “not
going to getinto specific dates”.

“The bottom line is you
either have it at the end of No-

system

Ireland’s national policy in this
area”, the Department said.

Any decision to join the ESSI
would likely be highly contro-
versial, given the State’s posi-
tion of “military neutrality”,
whichis based on non-member-
ship of common defence organi-
sations such as Nato.

Sources point out that Swit-
zerland and Malta, both neutral
countries, have recently signed
up to the ESSI and that the
system is intended to be
defensive in nature.
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vember or the beginning of De-
cember,” he said, adding that
February was the other option.

Asked if Mr O’Gorman had
overstepped the mark by going
ahead of him and Mr Harris, he
said “politics is politics. I'm not
too excited about it.”
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