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Bills rushed through Dáil to clear way for election
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CONOR LALLY
and KEVIN O’SULLIVAN

A family member of Kyran
Durnin reported him and his
mother missing in August, just
24 hours after Tusla went to An
Garda Síochána and officially
flagged its concerns for the
boy’s welfare.

The Irish Times understands
the family member was aware
Tusla was about to bring its con-
cerns to the Garda and was ad-
vised to make a missing persons

report to the force, outlining
their concerns that Kyran and
his mother, Dayla (24), had
gone missing.

Tusla has said it alerted the
Garda “to a significant con-
cern” about Kyran in August. In
reply to queries, the Garda has
now confirmed it was alerted by
Tusla on August 29th and the
missing persons report was
made the following day.

It was claimed in the missing
persons report that the mother
and son were last seen at their

home in Drogheda, Co Louth,
at about 11pm on August 28th.
Their absence, the report
claimed, was not discovered un-
til the following morning.

That means the missing per-
sons report claims the mother
and son left Drogheda hours be-
fore the family learned Tusla was
about to flag its concerns to the
GardaaboutKyran’s welfare.

“An Garda Síochána’s sole fo-
cus is on establishing where Ky-
ran is,” Garda headquarters
said in reply to a query, also con-
firming the August 29th date of
the first Tusla notification and
the missing persons report
“made by a family member” the
following day.

“Since then, the Garda inves-
tigation has established a num-
ber of key facts in relation to Ky-
ran and his last known location
as laid out in our public ap-
peal,” the Garda said.

The Garda are continuing to
“appeal to anyone with any in-
formation, no matter how small
they think it may be, to contact
us” and the force is also work-
ing “very closely with Tusla and
other parties in our ongoing in-
vestigation”.

Tusla had been dealing with
Kyran and his family in the peri-
od up to his disappearance but
he was not in the care of the
State.

Gardaí suspect he may have
died in 2022 when he was aged
six.

Search
News of the timeline, and the
rapid chain of events over two
days in August, despite no inde-
pendent confirmed sighting of
Kyran for over two years,
comes as gardaí continue to
search a property in Dundalk.
The Durnin family lived in the

house, on Emer Terrace, until
May of this year.

Gardaí have carried out a
thorough search and technical
tests inside the property since
taking possession of it on Mon-
day.

The back garden of the prop-
erty has also been excavated, us-
ing diggers, in what is a search
for evidence and human re-
mains.

The Garda search team
moved diggers into a green
area at the back of the terrace,
where excavations were due to
continue today.

Speaking at a Health Man-
agement Institute of Ireland
conference yesterday, Kate
Duggan, the chief executive of
Tusla, said it was “a very ex-
treme case, a very complex
case”.

She said “we’ll find who’s ac-
countable” adding there were

“frontline social workers today
trying to hold that case and try-
ing to hold that family, and try-
ing to hold each other. It puts us
... in a very challenging environ-
ment”.

It was confirmed by the Gar-
da last week the investigation
into what happened to Kyran
had been upgraded to a murder
inquiry, with the missing per-
sons inquiry stood down. The
boy’s mother has been located
in the UK.

Lanzarote searches part of investigation
into alleged money laundering

HARRY McGEE, MARIE
O’HALLORAN and PAT LEAHY

The Government last night
rushed through priority Bills in
a scramble to clear the decks in
advance of the dissolution of the
Dáil and the general election.

A number of key pieces of leg-
islation completed their pas-
sage through the Dáil with the
Government imposing a guillo-
tine on debates.

Five Bills were considered
and passed in the Dáil in under
six hours, a process that normal-
ly takes weeks. The most con-
tentious was the Criminal Jus-

tice (Incitement to Violence or
Hatred and Hate Offences) Bill
which was amended because of
opposition that turned into a
backbench revolt, after it had
been passed in the Dáil.

Minister for Justice Helen
McEntee amended the legisla-
tion in the Seanad to delete the
references to incitement to vio-
lence or hatred. It also removes
reference to the EU framework
decision on combating racism
and xenophobia and its title
changes to the Criminal Justice
(Hate Offences) Act.

Other Bills were the Materni-
ty Protection Bill, which will al-

low paid extended maternity
leave for mothers undergoing
cancer treatment; the Housing
Bill; the Seanad Electoral Bill,
which will extend the franchise
for the university seats to more
third-level institutions; and the
Health Insurance (Amend-
ment) Bill, which includes the
provision that women in meno-
pause will receive HRT medi-
cines free. The Seanad Elector-
al Bill was passed with a vote on
the second-stage debate, post-
poned from Tuesday, and no dis-
cussion on the committee or re-
maining stages. TDs passed the
Bill by 71 to 53 votes.

The Dáil sits today but is then
adjourned until Tuesday, No-
vember 5th, expected to be the
final week of the 33rd Dáil.

The Finance Bill, which gives
effect to budgetary measures,
will be rushed through the re-
maining stages that week and
will be subject to guillotine.

Government Chief Whip
Hildegarde Naughton said last
night that there were 11 Bills be-
ing progressed at present, and
her expectation was that nine
of these would go to the Presi-
dent for final approval. The two
Bills not expected to become
law before the Dáil is dissolved

are the Defamation Bill and the
Mental Health Bill.

The remaining three Bills of
the nine are all time-bound, ac-
cording to Government sourc-
es. Ministers have been told the
Houses of the Oireachtas Com-
mission Bill must be passed by
the end of the year, or else it will
not be in a position to operate.

It provides for a three-year
budget of ¤565 million for the
Oireachtas, an increase of more
than 20 per cent.
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Heavy rain in the west will
move east through the after-
noon. Highs of 13-16 degrees
in gusty southerly winds.

Rape case
Woman
determined
‘to change
society’
Gisèle Pelicot leaves
court in Avignon
after attending the
trial of her former
partner Dominique
Pelicot who is
accused of
drugging her and
inviting strangers to
rape her at their
home in France.

Mass rape victim
‘driven by desire to
change society’:
page 6
Photograph: Christophe
Simon/AFP via Getty Images

Boy reported missing day after warning
Family member was aware Tusla was
about to bring its concerns to the Garda

Gardaí continue to search former Dundalk
home of missing boy Kyran Durnin

CONOR LALLY
and CONOR GALLAGHER

Veteran criminal figure Gerry
Hutch was being questioned
by Spanish police last night as
part of an international investi-
gation into alleged money
laundering, that resulted in
his Dublin home also being
searched yesterday.

Mr Hutch (61) is under-
stood to have been arrested on
the island of Lanzarote, a pop-
ular destination for Irish holi-
daymakers, where he spends
much of his time and where he
has invested in property. In re-
cent weeks, footage emerged
online of Mr Hutch singing at
a karaoke bar on the island.

The Irish Times under-
stands at least two arrests
have been made in Spain as
part of the money laundering
investigation, with Mr Hutch
one of those detained.

Thoughthe operation is cov-
ered by a secrecy order put in
place by the Spanish courts,
the police in Spain are expect-
ed today to share more infor-
mation about the day of search-
es, arrests and progress with
the international inquiry.

At least 10 searches were
carried out as part of the Span-
ish operation, centred on Lan-
zarote, while the home of Mr
Hutch in Clontarf, north Dub-
lin, was also searched by
gardaí on foot of a request
from the Spanish authorities.
Garda sources stressed the in-
vestigation is a Spanish case

and their involvement in the
search of the Hutch property
was an aid to that inquiry.

Members of the Garda Na-
tional Bureau of Criminal In-
vestigation were in Lanzarote
to support the Guardia Civil
operation. At least one Span-
ish officer was also present in
Dublin when Mr Hutch’s
home was searched.

The Dublin search team
was supported by the Criminal
Assets Bureau (Cab) and the
Emergency Response Unit.
The searches in Ireland and by
the Spanish police were the lat-
est in a long-running criminal
investigation.

In 2019, in evidence by Cab
to the High Court – in a case
against gang leader Liam By-
rne – Mr Hutch was identified
as leading what the bureau de-
scribed as “the Hutch organ-
ised crime group” in Dublin.
In the same evidence, he was
named as a key protagonist on
one side of the Kinahan-Hutch
feud, with Byrne, Daniel Kina-
han, and Freddie Thompson
on the opposing side.

He was arrested in Lan-
zarote in 2021 to be extradited
to Ireland to face a charge of
murdering David Byrne (34)
at the Regency Hotel attack in
Dublin in 2016. However, he
was acquitted by the Special
Criminal Court last year.

Gerry Hutch
arrested by
Spanish police
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