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FOILING THE
GANG BOSSES
THE NET CLOSES ON KINAHAN AND HUTCH WEEKEND

ASHLEIGH McDONALD

A Co Armagh man whose on-
line catfishing caused the death
of a 12-year-old girl in the US
has been sentenced to life with
a minimum of 20 years in jail.

As he sentenced Alexander
McCartney (26), from Lissum-
mon Road in Newry, for a total
of 185 charges including man-
slaughter, yesterday Mr Justice
O’Hara said “he used social me-
dia on an industrial scale to in-
flict ... terrible and catastrophic
damage on young girls”.

The offences admitted by Mc-
Cartney included the man-
slaughter of 12-year old Cima-

rron Thomas from West Virgin-
ia in the US who took her life in
May 2018 after she was target-
ed on Snapchat.

Her father Ben Thomas, a US
army veteran, took his life 18
months later.

Other charges admitted by
McCartney included multiple
offences of causing a child to en-
gage in a sex act while he plead-
ed guilty to 58 charges of black-
mail and multiple offences of
possessing indecent images of
children in a period of offend-
ing from 2013 to 2019.

Branding McCartney’s of-
fending as “sexploitation” in-
volving “sadism and depravi-

ty”, the judge said the life sen-
tence – normally reserved for
murder cases – was necessary.

McCartney’s victims
spanned the globe and he used
social media to exploit young
girls aged between 10 and 16.

Fakeonlineprofiles
Primarily using Snapchat as
well as Instagram and Kik, he
engaged in catfishing – where-
by he created fake online pro-
files pretending to be young
teenage girls – to deceive his vic-
tims into sending sexual images
of themselves.

Once they had sent the imag-
es, McCartney revealed his true

identity and threatened that if
they did not perform certain
sexual acts, he would send the
images he obtained of them to
their friends and family.

Outside court, Detective
Chief Superintendent Eamonn
Corrigan, from the Police Ser-
vice of Northern Ireland, said:
McCartney’s offending was on
an “industrial scale”.

“I reflect on the judge’s com-
ments, McCartney is a danger-
ous, relentless, cruel paedo-
phile,” he said. “There was
nothing that was going to stop
him, apart from putting him in
jail.”

He added: “We believe that

the number of victims is approx-
imately 3,500. We have identi-
fied as many as we possibly
could. Obviously, to charge and
identify all those offences
would be impractical, so a sam-
ple of cases were brought for-
ward.”

The officer said McCartney
had caused devastation and sto-
len childhoods.

“The scale of his offending, it
was just on an industrial scale,”
he said.
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An internal Sinn Féin inquiry
into a complaint against Lao-
is-Offaly TD Brian Stanley was
preparing to make a finding
against him of gross miscon-
duct on grounds of sexual har-
assment when he resigned
from the party a fortnight ago,
internal party documents
show.

Mr Stanley and the young
woman who made the com-
plaint were told that after an in-
quiry, which heard testimony
from both sides, the party in-
tended to make a finding that
she had been telling the truth
and parts of his evidence were
“not credible”, according to a
draft report of the inquiry seen
by The Irish Times.

They were given seven days
to respond to the proposed find-

ings. After five days Mr Stanley
resigned from the party claim-
ing he had been subjected to a
“kangaroo court” and there
was a “clique within the party
[which] have gone to extreme
lengths to damage my reputa-
tion and character”.

Yesterday, in a statement to
The Irish Times in response to
detailed queries about the in-
quiry, Mr Stanley’s solicitor re-
peated his “strenuous denial of
any wrongdoing”. The report
“is, in fact, a draft report, not a
final report”, and Mr Stanley
contests the “provisional find-
ings”, the statement said.

‘Demonstrablyabused’
Mr Stanley’s solicitor said the
complaint against the TD was
“solely and exclusively political-
ly motivated”, and that it was

made before the general elec-
tion and the selection of candi-
dates. The Sinn Féin discipli-
nary process was “demonstra-
bly abused throughout”, the
statement said.

The inquiry by the party be-
gan in August after the woman
made a complaint about an inci-
dent at a Dublin hotel on
Wednesday, October 11th,
2023, after the woman had trav-
elled to meet Mr Stanley.

She had previously worked
for Sinn Féin several years ago,
and was seeking advice on ap-
plying for employment in the
EU. At Mr Stanley’s invitation
they ate together at Leinster
House and had drinks at a pub.

The Sinn Féin inquiry repeat-
edly found aspects of Mr Stan-
ley’s evidence to be not credible
and ultimately said that “taking

all the available evidence into
consideration, that on the bal-
ance of probability that narra-
tive as put forward by the com-
plainant is essentially true”, the
draft report states.

The woman said she was up-
set and traumatised in the days
following the incident, and com-
municated with Mr Stanley by
text message. The texts were
presented as evidence to the in-
quiry, which it said in the draft
report were “not disputed”.

She sent him a request for
¤60,000 to compensate her for
what she claimed happened on
the night, text messages show.

The woman now says that
her request for money was an
“unwise, idiotic, and ill-judged
decision while in a state of
shock and powerlessness”.

The woman told The Irish

Times that she never pursued
the request and instead spoke
to a helpline and to people close
to her to help deal with the emo-
tional toll of the incident.

Mr Stanley, in his evidence to
the inquiry, strongly disputed
the version of events presented
by the woman, and says that she
is involved with others in the
party in a conspiracy to remove
him.
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Man jailed for life over ‘depraved’ catfishing

Stanley faced sexual harassment claim
Former Sinn Féin TD insists complaint
against him was ‘politically motivated’
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■ Graduates from Dublin City Univeristy at the Helix on the Glasnevin campus where 12 separate ceremonies took place over four days this week. PHOTOGRAPH: KYRAN O’BRIEN/ DCU
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Highs of 12-15 degrees.
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