
Syrians due to
leave for Ireland
still trapped

MARK PAUL
London Correspondent

Bankrupt property tycoon
Derek Quinlan, who still owes
Irish taxpayers ¤103 million
through State agency Nama, re-
ceived a ¤2.5 million tax rebate
from Revenue that he immedi-
ately transferred to his wife and
hid from his insolvency adminis-
trators in the UK.

The money was used to fund
their “living expenses”, which
included ¤1,200 (£1,000 stg)
per month spent on alcohol and
close to £100,000 (¤118,000) a
year in rent on a six-bedroom

London house, newly obtained
UK court records show.

Mr Quinlan – one of the most
prolific Irish property investors
of the Celtic Tiger period, who
lost his fortune in the 2008-09
crash – failed to disclose the tax
rebatein2018tohisUKinsolven-
cy administrators, who cited it
among seven reasons last No-
vember why they blocked Mr
Quinlan’s exit from bankruptcy.

The other reasons include
his insistence that he didn’t
keep numerous financial re-
cords, notably for two Monaco
bank accounts, and the fact that
he initially “forgot” he was due
to receive ¤317,000 from a
property deal.

Details of the transactions

are revealed in a trove of docu-
ments obtained by The Irish
Times in a long-running investi-
gation into Mr Quinlan’s financ-
es. As part of that investigation,
this newspaper secured an or-
der in the UK courts to gain ac-
cess to the voluminous file on
his bankruptcy.

The Irish Times was granted
accesstothousandsofpagesoffi-
nancial and legal documents re-
lating to Mr Quinlan’s affairs, in-
cludingdetailsofhisassetsandli-
abilities, memos, emails, letters,
and other correspondence with
investigators and advisers.

They also include corre-
spondence with official agen-
cies such as Nama – the Nation-
al Asset Management Agency,

set up by the then Fianna
Fáil-led Government in 2009 to
buy loans from the State-guar-
anteed Irish banks to clean up
their balance sheets. He was
Nama’s biggest debtor and once
owedit¤3.5billionfromhisCelt-
ic Tiger property deals.

Mr Quinlan’s joint bankrupt-
cy trustees at London firm Beg-
bies Traynor told the High
Court in London last November
he was not co-operating “in any
meaningful sense”.

They feared there were “oth-
er undisclosed assets which
may have been transferred
away by [Mr Quinlan]” in the
lead up to his bankruptcy in
2022, which came after a
four-year legal battle.

In a Microsoft Teams call
with administrators, a High
Court judge also expressed his
“concern” over the ¤2.5 million
tax rebate. It was transferred by
Mr Quinlan to his wife Siobhan
on the same day in 2018 that the
creditor who propelled him to
bankruptcy sent a payment de-
mand to his office.

“He was a man of business in
a very significant way for many
years and was used to keeping
detailed records,” said Jacob
Beake, one of the trustees. “Yet
upon his bankruptcy he claims
to have nothing.”

Bankruptcy in Britain usual-
ly lasts 12 months and Mr Quin-
lan was due to automatically
exit the process with a clean

slate in November 2023. How-
ever, his trustees asked a judge
to keep him bankrupt while
they further investigated his
byzantine financial affairs. He
is scheduled to exit insolvency
in four weeks, unless the trus-
tees seek a further delay.

Mr Quinlan told the court he
was “shocked” not to be al-
lowed exit bankruptcy and the
concerns about his conduct
were “baseless and unfair”. He
said he had co-operated fully
and provided all records. He
said a “friend” had even paid for
a specialist insolvency lawyer to
help him co-operate properly.
He also cited his poor health, in-
cluding heart issues, and said
he almost “died twice”.

The trustees, however, ar-
gued he was still withholding in-
formation from them, includ-
ing the identity of a mystery “po-
litically exposed person” in
New York whom he has claimed
helped him pay his huge legal
fees as he fought against being
made bankrupt. They also com-
plained he closed one of his Mo-
naco accounts the day after his
bankruptcy order, and they can-
not obtain any details of it.

In the meantime Mr Quinlan
remains mired in bankruptcy.
He said his only income is pen-
sion receipts of £3,038 (¤3,637)
per month, including the Irish
State old-age pension. His wife,
he said, funds the rest of their
monthly outgoings of £15,185.
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Hundreds of Syrian refugees,
who were told they could ex-
pect to travel to Ireland by the
end of 2023, feel they have
been abandoned in a war
zone, as Israel’s assault on Leb-
anon continues.

About 375 Syrians were ap-
proved to come to Ireland un-
der a refugee resettlement
scheme, following interviews
with an Irish delegation in Bei-
rut in November 2022. Some
185 of those selected were un-
der the age of 18 at the time.

Almost two years later, just
four families have made it to
Ireland. A spokesman from
the Department of Children,

Equality, Disability, Integra-
tion and Youth, which over-
sees the scheme, said a short-
age of accommodation, in-
creases in people seeking in-
ternational protection and ar-
rivals due to the conflict in
Ukraine have had an impact.

The Irish Times met five of
the families between the
Bekaa Valley, eastern Leba-
non, and capital city Beirut,
and spoke to more than 20 oth-
ers through phone calls or
WhatsApp messages. All es-
caped one war only to be
trapped in another.

Among them are survivors
of torture, detention and kid-
napping and people whose
close relatives have been
killed. They are frightened
that Lebanon’s only interna-
tional airport could shut down
or be bombed by Israel. Some
said they were willing to live in
tents or camps in Ireland; they
just want to be in a safe place.

More than one-fifth of Leba-
non’s population of roughly
5.2 million people have been
displaced since mid-Septem-
ber, when Israel launched one
of the most intense aerial cam-
paigns in contemporary histo-
ry against what it says are Hiz-
bullah targets.

At least 2,574 people have
been killed and more than
12,000 wounded since Octo-
ber last year, the vast majority
in the past five weeks, accord-
ing to Lebanese health minis-
try figures. At least one-quar-
ter of the country is now under
Israeli evacuation orders

“When the [United] Na-
tions told me that my file for
travel had been accepted by
the State of Ireland, I rejoiced
in the goodness and rejoiced
that a new life had been grant-
ed to us,” said Ibrahim
Al-Khalaf, who was approved
to travel with his wife, 10
year-old daughter and
five-year-old son.

“I want the Irish Govern-
ment to know that by delaying
our resettlement, we are being
exposed to the risk of death af-
ter we felt that it gave us life.”

I want the
Irish

Government to
know that by
delaying our
resettlement, we
are being exposed
to the risk of death
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With potentially less than a fort-
night until a general election is
called, the aftermath of Budget
2025 and Government spend-
ing are the main topics to cap-
ture voters’ attention in the last
month, according to the latest
Irish Times/Ipsos Snapshot poll.

When asked what they have
noticed about what the Govern-
ment has said or done recently,
19 per cent of respondents refer-
enced the budget and spending.
Housing continues to be one of
the biggest topics dominating
the attention of voters.

Some 12 per cent of respond-
ents nominated housing as the
issue that had caught their at-
tention, while 11 per cent refer-
enced social policies.

When budget measures that
relate directly to an area of poli-
cy – like increases in allowances
and benefits – were mentioned,
these were included under the
relevant policy heading and not

under the budget and spending
heading. Sentiment towards
this year’s ¤10.5 billion budget
was mixed, with 45 per cent of
responses categorised as posi-
tive and 53 per cent as negative.

Immigration remains akey is-
sue that is being noticed by vot-
ers, but the topic is now at its
lowest ranking this year, at 8
per cent. The theme of educa-
tion also accounts for 8 per cent
of what Snapshot respondents
noticed, up 5 points.

Controversy
This comes in the wake of con-
troversy around Department of
Education budget plans to
spend ¤9 million on pouches to
lock students’ phones away.
Some survey respondents did
not deem this a good use of pub-
lic funds. The controversy
around the ¤336,000 Dáil bike
shed is still being noticed, al-
t h o u g h t h e r e w a s a
month-on-month drop from 12
per cent to 5 per cent.

The cost-of-living/inflation
was noticed by 4 per cent of re-
spondents, only slightly up on
the previous two months.

The survey does not investi-
gate what people regard as the
most important issue; it seeks
to establish what people are no-
ticing about what the Govern-
ment is doing and whether they
have a positive or negative view
of that.

Snapshot is the monthly at-
tention poll designed to track
which Coalition messages are
cutting through. It asks the fol-
lowing question: “What have
you come across in what the
Government has said or done
recently that has made you
think the country is going in the
right or wrong direction?”

Respondents’ answers are
then collated and sorted by is-
sue and whether they view the
Government in a positive or
negative light as a result.

This question is asked of
1,000 citizens each month.

Budget aftermath and State spending
top voter interest in Snapshot poll
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