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Church of
Scientology
‘exploited’
migrants

SORCHAPOLLAK
and CONOR GALLAGHER

The Church of Scientology
hasrecruited hundreds of asy-
lum seekers to carry out free
labour onits behalf,leading to
accusations of exploitation.

The organisation, which
critics describe asa cultand a
scam, recruits international
protection applicants as “vol-
unteers” to carry out cleaning
work and leaflet distribution.

These volunteers are re-
cruited from temporary inter-
national protection accom-
modation sites such as City-
west and Crooksling in Dub-
lin, before being bussed to
various locations.

They are not paid but once
the workis complete they are
provided with certificates
outlining their voluntary
work. Asylum seekers and
people working with them
said they are told these certifi-
cates will help with their ap-
plications for asylum.

Asylum law experts told
The Irish Times the certifi-
cates would be of “zero bene-
fit” when applying for asy-
lum or subsidiary protection.

Scientology has attracted
many high-profile support-
ers, including Tom Cruise.
However, its membership
hasdwindled in recent years.

Anas Ishtiah, a Jordani-
an-Palestinian who was liv-
ing in tented accommoda-
tion in Crooksling, said he
felt exploited by the organisa-
tion. He was approached in
the early summer by a Nigeri-
an resident who suggested
he volunteer with Scientolo-

y.
“He said I'd get a certifi-
cate that would help me with
my refugee status and give
me an advantage to remain
in Ireland, and that they
would help me with job inter-
views,” said Mr Ishtiah.

He agreed to recruit other
people for the work. Twice a
week he gathered up to 50
people who were bussed into
Dublin city centre to hand
out anti-drug leaflets linked
to a Scientology front group.

He said on another occa-
sion he was asked to clean Sci-
entology’s headquarters in
Firhouse for eight hours. “I
thought they would pay me
that day, but they didn’t. They
said it was volunteering.”

A spokeswoman for the
Church of Scientology said
“many hundreds” of asylum
seekers have volunteered to
date. She said they were en-
thusiastic participants who
“eagerly requested letters or
certificates to acknowledge
their participation, which we
provided”.

The church “hasnever and
would never advise any asy-
lum seeker on any legal as-
pects of their application or
circumstances”, she said.

Scientology recruits
asylum seekers amid
claims of ‘help with
refugee status’: page 12
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Weather

Rain will clear to the south by
afternoonand it willbecome
dry for most with sunny spells.
Highs of 8-11 degrees.
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m Joe McCarthy celebrates scoring Ireland s third try of the game during the test match at the Aviva Stadlum in Dublin last night. Ireland beat Argentina 22-19.
Gerry Thornley and Johnny Watterson, Sports Weekend. PHOTOGRAPH: BRIAN LAWLESS/PA

Voters prefer FG/FF for coalition

Sinn Féin the least-favoured party to be in
government, according to opinion poll

PATLEAHY

A Coalition led by Fine Gael and
Fianna Fiil is the most popular
choice of voters for a govern-
ment after the general election,
according to the latest Irish
Times/Ipsos B&A opinion poll.

Fine Gael leader Simon Har-
risis the favourite choice for tao-
iseach, well in advance of his ri-
vals Michedl Martin and Mary
LouMcDonald.

Asked which option was
their preferred government af-
ter the election, 17 per cent opt-
edfora continuation of the Fian-
na Féil-Fine Gael-Green Coali-
tion. A further 28 per cent pre-
ferred a Fine Gael-Fianna F4il
combination with a different
third party while 45 per cent
want to see Fine Gael and Fian-

na Fail form the basis of the
nextadministration.

The next most popular op-
tionwasa Sinn Féin-led govern-
ment without either Fine Gael
or Fianna Fiil, which was pre-
ferred by 18 per cent. Eight per
cent favoured a Fianna
F4il-Sinn Féin coalition, while
17 per cent said “none of these”.

On the choice of the next taoi-
seach, Fine Gaelleader Mr Har-
ris has a clear lead. He is pre-
ferred by more than one-third
of voters (34 per cent) to be taoi-
seach, a drop of three points
since September.

Sinn Féin leader Mary Lou
McDonald is the choice of 22
per cent, down two points,
while Fianna F4dil leader
Michedl Martin is preferred by
16 per cent, up two points.

Just over one in six voters (17
per cent), however, say they
would like to see someone else
as taoiseach, while 10 per cent
said they don’t know.

Sinn Féin is the party with the
highest negative ratings - 40
per cent of respondents said
theywould notlike to see the par-
ty in government, an increase of
three points since September.
The Greens are next, on 26 per
cent, while Fianna Fail (22 per
cent) and Fine Gael (21 per cent)
are bunched together.

Sizeable minority

Asked about the recent events
in Sinn Féin that dominated the
weeks before the general elec-
tion campaign, a clear majority
of voters (57 per cent) said that
they would “make no differ-
ence” to their vote, although a
sizeable minority (32 per cent),
said it would make them “less
likely” to support the party. Sev-
en per cent said it would make
them “more likely” to support
Sinn Féin.

Theresult of the US presiden-
tial election has made some vot-
ers more cautious as the elec-
tion looms. Asked specifically
about Donald Trump’s election,
56 per cent of people said they
were now more worried about
the future; 13 per cent said they
were less worried and 28 per
centsaid it made no difference.

There has been a fall in the
number of people who favour
“radical change” - 35 per cent,
down three points — and an in-
crease in those favouring “mod-
erate change”, up by five
points to 56 per cent. Seven
per cent say they are “wary of
change”.

The poll was conducted
among a representative sample
of adults aged 18 years and up-
wards across 120 sampling
pointsthroughoutall constituen-
cies.

Unlike most other opinion
polls, The Irish Times/Ipsos
B&A series is conducted
through face-to-face sampling;
personal in-home interviewing

Soldiers miss flight after drunken fight

CONOR GALLAGHER

Five Defence Forces soldiers
duetoreturn home from peace-
keeping duty in Lebanon were
unable to board their flight af-
ter becoming involved in a
drunken fight.

Instead of boarding the char-
tered aircraft back to the home-
coming in Dublin Airport, mili-
tary police transported the
troops back to Camp Shamrock,
the Irish Unifil headquarters in

Home
News

Courts: Aleading
criminal defence solici-
tor has been convicted
of the theft of €400 and
four counts of attempt-
ingtopervertthe
course of justice: page 2

Security: The Defence
Forces have observed
aRussian spy ship
operatingin Irish-con-
trolled waters: page 4

southern Lebanon. One man
was hospitalised for his injuries.

The soldiers are part of the
124th Infantry Battalion which
has just completed a six-month
peacekeeping tour in Lebanon.
The invasion of Lebanon made
it one of the most dangerous
peacekeeping tours undertak-
en by an Irish unit in years.

Fierce fighting meant Irish
troops in one outpost near the
borderwith Israel wereisolated
for almost a month.

US:Former vice-presi-
dent Mike Pence has
urged Senate Republi-
canstoreject Donald
Trump’s choice of Rob-
ertFKennedyJras
health secretary: page 16

Unifil is designated a “dry
mission” by Irish military man-
agement, meaning soldiers are
not permitted to consume alco-
holwhile in the country.

However, a small number of
soldiers decided to “blow off
some steam” at a bar in Beirut
Airport as they waited for their
transport home, a source said.
Afightinvolving atleast five sol-
diers broke out, leaving one
man with facial injuries.

After the fight was broken

Business
Today

Economy:Irish GDPis
forecastto contract 0.5
per cent thisyear before
growing by 4 per centin
2025,accordingtothe
European Commission:
page 22

Pharma: The Irish unit
of Gilead Sciences saw
profitfalllastyearas
demand forits Covid
therapyfell: page 22

up, the soldiers were judged too
drunkto flyand were transport-
ed back to the Irish headquar-
ters. They will remain there un-
til November 25th when the sec-
ond half of the 124th Infantry
Battalion will fly home.
Military police have
launched an investigation and
atleast some of the men are ex-
pected to face courts martial.

Middle East latest:

d page 15

Sports
Weekend

Golf: RoryMcllroyis
firmlyin contention at
the DP World Tour
Championshipin Abu
Dhabi after a second
round 69 left him a shot
offthelead

Cycling:Lara Gillespie
is Sportswoman of the
Month for October after
abronze atthe World
Track Championships

Opinion 18-20. Letters 21. Business 22-23. Fine Arts 24. Crosswords 25.

Home 2-13. World 15-17.

took place on Tuesday and
Wednesday of this week. The
number of interviews conduct-
edwas1,200 and accuracyis esti-
mated at plus or minus 2.8 per
cent.

Poll analysis: page 8.
General Election 2024
coverage: pages 6-11.
Jennifer O'Connell,
Mark O’Connell, Breda
O'Brien, Olivia O'Leary:
pages 18-20. Editorial
comment: page 21
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