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‘McCreevy
tribute act’
over pledges
on spending

Promises in election manifesto are
carefully costed, Fine Gael insists

Opponents claim party trying to buy
electorate with expensive promises

PATLEAHY
and HARRY McGEE

Recent election promises
from Fine Gael have been de-
scribed as a “Charlie Mc-
Creevy and Brian Cowen trib-
ute act”, as political oppo-
nents accuse the party of seek-
ing to buy the election with a
series of expensive spending
commitments.

Fine Gaelinsisted its promis-
es were carefully costed in its
election manifesto published
yesterday but critics — includ-
ingits Government partners Fi-
anna Fail - questioned a num-
ber of aspects of the document.

Launching the Labour Party
manifesto yesterday, the par-
ty’s finance spokesman Ged
Nash said that “Simon Harris’s
‘new energy’ is starting to look
like a Charlie McCreevy and
Brian Cowen tribute act”.

Mr Nash was responding to
news that Fine Gael in its mani-
festolaunchedin Tipperaryyes-
terday had promised to give
€1,000 to every baby, placing
the money in a savings account
until they are 18 years old.

The Fine Gael manifesto
also promised to cut taxes by
€7 billion, part of a plan to in-
crease spending by €52 billion
between next year and 2030,
including an extra €2.5 billion
to pay for a €60 increase to the
State pension in that period.

The document also com-
mits to almost €1 billion in ad-
ditional spending on childcare
to bring monthly costs down
to €200 per child and to pro-
vide 30,000 new places.

There is a commitment to
build 300,000 homes over five
years. In addition, Fine Gael
says the Help-to-Buy Scheme
would be extended until 2030
andincreased to €40,000.

“I believe this five-year vi-
sion sets out a brighter future
for our country, a more secure
future in an uncertain world
where the economy, your job,
your livelihood, is protected,”
Mr Harris said.

“You can keep more of your
own hard-earned money and
worry less about the cost of ac-
cessing State services. We will
getour young people out of box
rooms in their parents’ houses
and into homes of their own.”

But opponentsimmediately
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questioned the Fine Gael plan.

Fianna Fail Minister for Fi-
nance Jack Chambers said
there was no provision for a
new public sector pay deal in
the document. Fine Gael said
that the costs of any new pub-
lic sector pay agreement
would be included as part of
the cost for maintaining exist-
ing level of service (ELS) - the
additional costs of providing
services each year.

But guidelines published by
the Parliamentary Budget Of-
fice — which costs many policy
proposals for politicians — say
that the costs of pay deals are
typically not included in ELS
figures.

Defended

Last night, Fine Gael’s Pas-
chal Donohoe defended his
party’s costings. “The Fine
Gael manifesto has set aside
over €15 billion for the costs of
our public servicesin the years
ahead,” he said.

“This will contain funding
for any new pay agreement. It
would not be wise to explicitly
suggestthe costof anew agree-
ment as the current agree-
ment is in place until 2026, so
negotiations are yet to begin.”

Fianna Fiil also questioned
whether the costs for addition-
al health workers and gardai
were adequately provided for
inthe Fine Gael document.

Fine Gael’s budgetary fig-
ures show that health spend-
ing is due to increase by about
a billion euro every year,
which the party insists will cov-
er additional costs.

Sinn Féin spokesman on
health David Cullinane said
Fine Gael’s manifesto for
health “lacks newideas or prop-
er costings. The total funding
that Fine Gael are committing
for the health service would
noteven open all of the hospital
bedswhich theyare promising,
never mind everything else.”

The cost of 6,000 gardai is
put at just €61 million in the
Fine Gael document, though
parliamentary questions an-
swered by Minister for Justice
Helen McEntee puts the cost
of just 1,000 extra gardai at
€47 millionina full year.
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Ukraine clear to fire long-range US missiles at Russia

DANIEL McLAUGHLIN
in Kyiv

The White House has given
Ukraine permission to fire
US-supplied long-range ballis-
ticmissiles at targetsinside Rus-
sia for the first time, as Kyiv’s
forces in the Kursk border re-
gion battle Russian units sup-
ported by troops sent from
North Korea.

US president Joe Biden ap-
proved Ukraine’s use of Atacms
missiles, which have a range of
about 300km, two months be-
fore heleaves office and after re-
sisting pressure on the issue

from Kyiv for much of 2024, US
media outlets reported.

Mr Biden’sadministrationre-
peatedly rejected Ukraine’s re-
queststouse Atacmsinside Rus-
sia over fears that it could esca-
late Europe’s biggest war since
1945, and amid repeated warn-
ings from the Kremlin that
granting Kyiv permission to use
such long-range weapons
would make western states di-
rect parties to the conflict.

Ukrainian president Volody-
myr Zelenskiy said the request
for clearance to strike military
targets deeper inside Russia
was one of the “main points” of

the so-called victory plan he pre-
sented to Mr Biden and other
western leaders last month.

“Today, many in the media
are saying we havereceived per-
mission to take appropriate ac-
tions. But blows are not inflict-
ed with words. Such things are
not announced. The rockets
will speak for themselves,” he
told the nation last night.

Storm Shadowand Scalp

Britain and France are believed
to favour allowing Kyiv to use
the long-range cruise missiles
that they supply — Storm Shad-
ow and Scalp respectively -

Gardai urge vigilance over
rise in counterfeit currency

ALEKSONLACERDA

There has been a significant in-
crease in reports to An Garda
Siochéna of counterfeit curren-
cyincirculation.

New figures indicate more
than 700 incidents have been
reported to gardai between Jan-
uary and October 2024 com-
pared to about 130 in the same
period lastyear.

The most common denomi-
nations of counterfeit bank-
notes detected are €50 notes
followed by €20, said a Garda
spokesman.

Businesses and their staff
have been urged to be vigilant.

“Business owners should be
particularly mindful if someone
isattempting to pay for an inex-
pensive item with a large note
in an attempt to get a large sum
of change in real money,” said
gardai.

“Organised crime plays a sig-
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nificant role in the production
and distribution of counterfeit
currency. An Garda Siochdna
continues to liaise with other
law enforcement agencies ... to
disrupt the distribution of coun-
terfeit currency via postal ser-
vices around Europe. This oper-
ation is aimed at enhancing se-
curity and combating organ-
ised crime,” they added.

‘Trend’

Businessesin Moore Street, Dub-
lin said they had seen increasing
evidence of fake notes in circula-
tion. “It’s a trend now - in the
last couple of months we’ve wit-
nessed a lot of people trying to
pass it around,” said street ven-
dor Caroline Alwright.

The Irish Times spoke to
workersand ownersat 25 shops,
cafes, markets and pubs in cen-
tral Dublin and only four said
they had not come across any-
one attempting to pay with
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forged notes over the past six
months.

A Central Bank of Ireland
spokesman said, however, there
are many security featuresincor-
porated into euro banknotes.

“The central bank reports fig-
ures as part of the wider Euro-
system. The ECB Annual Re-
port 2023 reported that across
the Eurosystem in 2023, 16
counterfeit banknotes were de-
tected per million genuine bank-
notes in circulation. Despite
this very small proportion, the
number of counterfeit bank-
notes increased compared with
2022, when the number of coun-
terfeits was exceptionally low
following the Covid-19 pandem-
ic. Thereislittlelikelihood of re-
ceiving a counterfeit.”

More counterfeit money
being passed off in
shops and on streets,
say retailers: page 5
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against targets inside Russia,
but only if the US gave approval
on Atacms.

Kyiv will hope that Mr
Biden’s move prompts similar
decisions from London and Par-
is and increases pressure on
Germany to supply its Taurus
long-range cruise missile.

Mr Biden’s change of heart
was triggered in part by the de-
ployment of North Korean
troops to Russia, according to
the New York Times, which
broke the story.

Ukrainian, US and South Ko-
rean intelligence agencies say
thatatleast10,000 North Kore-

antroops have been sent to Rus-
siaunder a mutual defence pact
signed recently, some of whom
have clashed with Kyiv’s forces
inthe Kursk region.

Unnamed US officials told
the New York Times that
Ukraine was likely to use Atac-
ms to defend its troops against
Russian and North Korean forc-
es in Kursk, and that Mr Biden
could also authorise strikes on
other regions of Russia. Reuters
quoted unnamed sources as say-
ing Kyiv plans to carry out those
first strikes in the coming days.

Kyiv has been frustrated that
allies have been reluctant or

slow to provide it with certain
weapons, even as Russia hasre-
ceived attack drones from Iran
from the start of its full-scale in-
vasion of Ukraine in February
2022 and is now being supplied
with artillery shells, missiles
and troops by Pyongyang.

Itisnot clear whether US pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump will
supportorrevoke MrBiden’s de-
cision when he returns to the
White House in January.

Barrage of Russian
missiles damages
power grid and kills
seven in Ukraine: page 6
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