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Sinn Féin has denied claims
that it is planning a ¤16 billion
“piggy bank heist”, as Fine
Gael and Fianna Fáil rounded
on the party’s tax and spend-
ing plans.

With just over a week and a
half left until polling day, Sinn
Féin unveiled its general elec-
tion manifesto yesterday with
promises to spend an extra
¤56 billion – made up of addi-
tional ¤41.8 billion capital
spend and an additional ¤14.3
billion in current spending –
over the next five years.

This includes plans for a
multibillion-euro “mini budg-
et” in the first 100 days of gov-
ernment and a tax package
which would see the eventual
abolition of the universal so-
cial charge on incomes up to
¤45,000. The party has also
pledged to abolish the proper-
ty tax, which brings in about
¤500 million a year and repre-
sents about 7 per cent of local
government revenue. Sinn
Féin finance spokesman
Pearse Doherty said this
would leave a gap in local au-
thority funding which his par-
ty would cover through gener-
al government expenditure.

Fine Gael Minister for Pub-
lic Expenditure Paschal Dono-
hoe accused Sinn Féin of nar-
rowing the tax base to such an
extent that tax receipts would
fall away. He also said Sinn
Féin wanted to conduct “the
biggest heist ever on the island
of Ireland with the raiding of
carefully saved funds and
throwing caution to the wind,”
referring to the ¤16 billion Fu-
ture Ireland Fund and the In-
frastructure, Climate and Na-
ture Fund.

However, Mr Doherty told
The Irish Times his party
would not use the money in
those funds, and would in-
stead add a further ¤15 billion
to them which would come
from projected surpluses. He
last night called on Mr Dono-
hoe to “immediately retract”
his statement.

“Our manifesto makes it
clear that not only will this
money not be touched, but we
will increase the funds by a fur-
ther ¤15 billion. This will bring

the funds to a total of ¤31 bil-
lion,” Mr Doherty said.

Sinn Féin has also promised
to increase the minimum
wage, end long-term home-
lessness by 2030, deliver
300,000 new homes by 2029
and introduce ¤10-a-day child-
care. The party has also pro-
posed a “solidarity tax” for
high-income earners at 3 per
cent for income over
¤140,000 as well as a second
home charge of ¤400.

Sinn Féin leader Mary Lou
McDonald also defended her
plans for a review of RTÉ’s cov-
erage of the conflict in the Mid-
dle East. Fine Gael accused
Sinn Féin of political interfer-
ence “in the independence
and editorial process of our
public service broadcaster”.

As the general election cam-
paign moved past the halfway
point, the focus remained on
each of the party’s spending
promises.

NationalChildren’sHospital
It comes as the Health Service
Executive confirmed to The
Irish Times that spending on
the national children’s hospi-
tal was, at the end of October,
¤18.85 million “over profile”
or above expected spending
levels. A spokesman con-
firmed that, at the end of Octo-
ber, some ¤200.36 million
had been spent on the new chil-
dren’s hospital from the HSE
capital plan. The total 2024 al-
location for the hospital in the
capital plan is just over ¤209
million. Fine Gael leader Si-
mon Harris came under pres-
sure this week over spending
on the hospital, with Mr Har-
ris saying the “buck stops with
me”.

The focus on spending and
financial prudence also comes
as Mr Harris will today outline
to a Cabinet meeting his plans
for a “Brexit-type” response to
protect Ireland from future
economic shocks.He is expect-
ed to state there will be a “chal-
lenging time ahead” for Ire-
land’s economic security with
significant geopolitical insta-
bility.
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A double murderer has
brought High Court proceed-
ings seeking to overturn a
“grossly disproportionate” deci-
sion that effectively bans him
from living in his family home
where he murdered his wife 22
years ago.

Declan Power was convicted
in 2003 at the Central Criminal
Court after pleading guilty to
murdering Joan Power (40)
and publican Maurice Curran
(48), with whom he suspected
his wife was having an affair.

He and Ms Power had three
children, as did Mr Curran, who
ran The Decies Bar in Clash-
more, Co Waterford.

Power (then 47), a mechanic,
was sentenced to life imprison-
ment for the March 2002 mur-
ders and secured temporary re-
lease, on strict conditions, in
April 2021.

In his High Court case, he
claims he is effectively barred
from living in his family home
by the Minister for Justice’s de-
cision to prohibit him from trav-
elling within 18km of Clash-
more village for any purpose
other than work. For his job he
can travel within 6km of the vil-
lage. He says his home is about
7km from Clashmore, to which
he has no need or wish to travel.

Before imprisonment, he
says, he worked as a self-em-
ployed mechanic from the ga-
rage adjoining the family home
in Bawnacomera, Ardmore, Co
Waterford, which he built in
1981 and owns.

Since being released, he se-
cured employment transport-
ing cars to a vehicle-testing cen-
tre in Cork and is living in an
apartment on High Street, Dun-
garvan, Co Waterford.

He is asking the court for an
order quashing the Minister for

Justice’s decision of last June re-
lated to conditions on his pa-
role. He also wants an early in-
junction, in advance of a trial of
his case, restraining the Minis-
ter from taking any further
steps to prevent him living at
his family home.

He alleges the Minister’s deci-
sion is “grossly disproportion-
ate” to the point of being unfair,
contrary to law and a dispropor-
tionate interference with his
constitutional rights.

He claims the “arbitrary lim-
it” on distance to Clashmore
was imposed unreasonably and
irrationally, particularly where
noncompliance would cause
him to breach the terms of his
conditional release. He also al-
leges breaches of his rights to
liberty, fair trial, private life and
his home under the European
Convention on Human Rights.

His judicial review case was
was adjourned to next month.
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An additional 12 survivors of
abuse at Spiritan schools have
come forward since the scoping
inquiry discovered 347 allega-
tions of child sex abuse at the
five schools in September.

The scoping inquiry report
found that there were allega-
tions made against 67 alleged
abusers at the Spiritan-run
schools: Blackrock College, St
Mary’s College, St Michael’s
College and Templeogue Col-
lege in Dublin, and Rockwell

College in Co Tipperary.
The incidents of sexual

abuse were among a total of
2,395 allegations of sexual
abuse at 308 schools run by the
religious orders. The abuse was
mostly described as having oc-
curred from the early 1960s to
the early 1990s, with the high-
est number of reported inci-
dents occurring in the early to
mid-1970s.

The latest additional cases
are disclosed in a newsletter
from Restore Together, a volun-
tary support group for

victims/survivors of sexual
abuse in the Spiritan schools.

“It is a well-documented fact
that sex abuse is underreported
and that is especially true of
non-recent male, child sex
abuse. We are acutely aware
that there are many people af-
fected by abuse who need sup-
port but have not yet made the
very difficult decision to come
forward,” the group said.

Supported by past pupils’ un-
ions at the five Spiritan schools,
Restore Together has highlight-
ed the availability of help and

support for abuse survivors
through the Spiritan Schools’
Restorative Programme.

“There is an entirely confi-
dential listening ear” available
to people who may need it, the
group said.

“Expert therapy and counsel-
ling from independent profes-
sionals are available to all im-
pacted by abuse, in all Spiritan
institutions,” with costs paid
for by the Spiritans, it said.

“Our collective responsibili-
ty is to ensure that no Spiritan
survivor of abuse will be left be-

hind,” they said.
The scoping inquiry uncov-

ered 130 allegations made
against 24 alleged abusers at
Willow Park, the primary
school next to Blackrock Col-
lege, and 55 allegations against
13 abusers at Blackrock College
itself. The next highest number
of allegations was 60 relating to
18 alleged abusers at Rockwell
College.

There were 32 allegations
made against six alleged abus-
ers at St Mary’s College in Rath-
mines; 10 against four alleged

abusers at St Michael’s primary
and post-primary school in
Ballsbridge; and five allega-
tions against two alleged abus-
ers at Templeogue College.

Thirty-seven additional alle-
gations were made against the
Spiritans that were not connect-
ed to any school.

Restore Together is in negoti-
ations with the Spiritans about a
redress scheme for survivors of
abuse in their institutions.

The group expects to launch
its own website before Christ-
mas, at restoretogether.ie.
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