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H
ollywoodcame to town,
bringingbright lights,
movie stars andaglint of
glory.

In the foothills of the
CatskillMountains, Ellenville resi-
dentswere thrilledwhenHBObegan
filmingaMarkRuffalo television
series, “IKnowThisMuch IsTrue,” in
the villageknown in the region for its
maximum-security stateprison.A
casting call for extras innearby
Poughkeepsie drewnearly 3,000.At
Ellenville’s hospital, doctors and
nursesdoubledasbackgroundac-
tors.

AMainStreet landmarkwas
spiffedup todepict a1990s-era car
dealershipwith gleamingprops—
ChevroletCamaros andCorvettes—
on loan fromcarbuffs throughout the

IN MAY 2019, a fire destroyed a former Ellenville, N.Y., auto dealership that was being used as a set for an
HBOminiseries starringMark Ruffalo. The blaze resulted in an estimated $15 million in property damage.

Chris Ramirez Firehouse Road
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Five years later, no Hollywood
ending for this New York town
HBO’s alleged role in a fire on set of a miniseries still upsets residents

By Meg James
reporting from ellenville, n.y.

FROM THE front door of his trailer, Pablo Ferrada Arias looks at some
of the siding melted by the huge fire on the set of the HBOminiseries.

Aristide Economopoulos For The Times
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After voters across the
nation chose President-
elect Donald Trump over
Vice President KamalaHar-
ris, California Gov. Gavin
Newsom cautioned against
buying into the first wave of
hot takes and “punditry”
about what went wrong for
Democrats.

“I think this will reveal it-
self, and I thinkwehave a re-
sponsibility to interrogate
ourselves. I’m not naive
about that, and that in-
cludesall ofus, individually,”
Newsom said in a video
address. “We have to look
into themirror and really re-
flect on what happened
morebroadly.”

Some Democrats say
Californiapoliticsarepartof
theproblem.

The party’s loss to a can-
didate they often liken to a
fascist dictator “says some-

thing is brokenwith the van-
guard of Democratic poli-
cies and Democratic mes-
saging that starts in places
like California,” Mike Gatto,
a former Democratic state
Assembly member, said in
written comments.

“Wedon’twanttoeverget
into a position where we’re
not sticking up for the least
among us. But at the same
time, we also have to focus
on things that the majority
of voters care about and
those things are affordabili-
ty and the perception that
some of the more extremes
of the left wing of the Demo-
cratic party have gone too
far.”

The GOP tried to cast
Harris,aCalifornian,asepit-
omizing a West Coast libe-
ralism that the party por-
trays as more focused on
identity politics than on the
bread-and-butter issues
that mattered most to
American voters: their abil-
ity to pay rent and buy gro-
ceries.

Many factors probably
contributed to Trump beat-
ingHarris, the first Black fe-
male presidential nominee
ofamajorpoliticalparty, ina

ANALYSIS

Golden State
Democrats
take hard look
in the mirror
For some, Trump’s win
shows the party is out
of touch with the
American people.

By Taryn Luna
and Seema Mehta

[SeeAnalysis, A6]

An Orange County con-
gressional race that is one of
the closest in the country
has such a slim margin of
victory that it feelsmore like
a small-town city council
contest than a race for the
HouseofRepresentatives.

On Friday, Republican
Rep. Michelle Steel led the
race by 58 votes. Her chal-
lenger, Democrat Derek
Tran, took the lead Sat-
urday by 36 votes and wid-
ened it Tuesday to 314 votes
as ballots continue to be
counted.

“People who have been
watchingcloselyand feel like
the race is on a knife’s edge

are anxious to see this one
get called,” said PaulMitch-
ell,whose firmPoliticalData
Inc. tracks voting trends.

The earliest votes
counted in the 45th District
showed Steel leading by
more than 5 percentage
points, but that lead van-
ished as elections officials
countedballots deposited in
drop boxes or sent by mail.
California law requires that
ballots be countedas longas
theyarepostmarkedbyelec-
tion day and arrive at the
registrar’s office within a
weekof the election.

The shift from comfort-
ably red on election night to
uncomfortably purple two
weeks later has beenheld up
by right-wing agitators as
evidence of voter fraud.Elon
Musk reshared a post on X
alleging that Tran had
moved into the lead 11 days
after the election because
California was “corrupt as

Still tallying O.C.
ballots in a close
U.S. House race
Democrat Tran leads
Republican Rep. Steel
by just 314 votes in
the latest update.

By Laura J. Nelson
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A Los Angeles-based ce-
lebrity who is keeping his
identity secret is suinganat-
torney representing 120 al-
leged victims of Sean
“Diddy” Combs, alleging the
lawyer tried to extort a pay-
out in return fornot identify-

ing him as a sexual abuser
tied to thehip-hopmogul.

The celebrity — referred
to in the lawsuit as a “high-
profile individual” and iden-
tified only as John Doe
through his lawyers — says
Houston attorney Tony
Buzbee wrote demand let-
ters in which he made
“wildly false horrific allega-
tions.” According to the law-
suit, Buzbee asserted that
the individual rapedminors
ataCombspartyandthat—
unless he agreed to a medi-
ated settlement — there
wouldbe consequences.

The allegations mark a
new twist in a sprawling and
complex Hollywood legal
drama that includes an on-
going federal probe into sex
trafficking allegations and a
growing number of civil law-
suits against Combs and
others accused of being in-
volved inwrongdoing.

Federal prosecutors al-
lege that the founder of Bad
BoyEntertainment used his
empire for decades to coerce
victims into sex at gather-
ings known as “freak-offs.”
Authorities have suggested
they are still examining oth-

ers in the entertainment
businesswhomighthaveen-
abled Combs or participa-
ted in theallegedassaults.

The federal case alleges a
complicated scheme that
would have required the
knowledge and involvement
of multiple people to recruit
victims, organize the freak-
offs, clean up after the wild
affairs and cover the tracks
so law enforcement would
not investigate.

In the latest twist, federal
prosecutors accused Combs
on Friday of using secretive

Extortion effort alleged in Combs case
Unnamed L.A. celeb
says accusers’ lawyer
made wild claims and
demanded a payout.

By Richard Winton
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Prosecutors
oppose tossing
Trump case
D.A.’s office inManhat-
tan is open to delaying
sentencing, but not
nullifying the felony
conviction. NATION, A5

Suspect held in
2021 gang killing
Oustedmember Samuel
Villalba’s death was a
settling of scores in the
MexicanMafia, records
show. CALIFORNIA, B1

UCLA coach
talks some trash
In run-up to rivalry
game against USC, Fos-
ter teases about where
really smart students go
to college. SPORTS, B10

‘Inside the NBA’
to air on ESPN
Long-running studio
show finds a new home
after TNT loses its TV
rights. BUSINESS, A10

Weather
Sunny, warming up.
L.A. Basin: 73/48.B5
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Alineof immigrantwork-
ers formed outside an office
building in Koreatown on a
recentFridayafternoon.

They followed makeshift
signs to a small courtyard,
where scores of volunteer
lawyers, translators and
other staff helped them ap-
ply for a little-known federal
program that offers an un-
usual — and probably fleet-
ing—reprieve fromdeporta-
tion.

Under the Deferred Ac-
tion for Labor Enforcement
program, people in the U.S.

illegally whowork at compa-
nies under investigation for
workplace violations can re-
ceive permission to work in
the country for four years.
The program, which was
startedduring theBidenad-
ministration, is intended to
encourage undocumented
workers to cooperate with
investigations into safety
violations, employment
abuses and other issues
without fearthattheir immi-
gration status will be used
against them.

Earlier registration clin-
ics like the three-day push
that the Koreatown Immi-

In L.A., workers race for deportation reprieve
By Suhauna Hussain

PROTESTER Herman Armando holds up a Trump
sign as advocates demand protection for immigrants.

Damian Dovarganes Associated Press
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