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BEIRUT — An initial
damage assessment by the
Pentagon found that U.S.
military strikes over the
weekend failed to fully de-
stroy Iranian nuclear sites,
setting back Tehran’s nucle-
ar program by only a few
months.

The Defense Intelligence
Agency’s classified report,
which was first reported by
CNN, casts doubt on the
narrative President Trump
and his officials have re-
peated since Sunday’s raid:
that nuclear installations in
Natanz, Fordo and Isfahan
were “completely and totally
obliterated.”

On Tuesday, Trump in-
sisted yet again that Iran
would not be able to salvage
anything of its nuclear pro-
gram. “That place is under
rock,” he said. “That place is
demolished.”

Trump administration
officials acknowledged the
assessment’s existence but
pooh-poohed its findings,
withWhiteHousePressSec-
retary Karoline Leavitt say-
ing in a statement it was
“flat-outwrong.”

The damage assessment
came the same day Trump
excoriated both Israel and
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IN TEHRAN, top, people celebrate the ceasefire between Iran and Israel. In Tel
Aviv, Ayelet Samerano, center, mourns her son, slain hostage Yonatan Samerano.

Ariel Schalit Associated Press

DOUBT
CAST ON
DAMAGE
TO IRAN
Report says nuclear
sites were stricken
but far from, as Trump
asserted, ‘obliterated.’

By Nabih Bulos
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Any day now, Noemi
Gongora knows, Border Pa-
trol agents could snatch her
up fromthe streets andsend
her back to El Salvador, a
country she fled more than
30 years ago.

But every morning she
steps out of the small bed-
room she rents for $550 a
monthandgoes towork fora
street vendor selling cocte-
les de curiles — clam cock-
tails.

The stand is one of doz-
ens that make up an infor-
mal market that sits along a
busy road near the border of
Koreatown and Pico Union,
two densely populated
neighborhoods with a large
number of Korean and Cen-
tral American immigrants,
an area likely to be targeted
by federal agents.

Gongora, 64, knows this
— and that the $50 she
makes aday is notworth the
risk of deportation — but
there is still a life to be lived
and bills to pay. And above
all, she needs the money for
the medication she uses to
manage her cholesterol and
diabetes. Medicine that is
starting to runout.

Every day, thousands of
street vendors set up shop
on a piece of pavement in
Los Angeles and beyond to
make a living and create a
path out of poverty or to
have their own bricks-and-
mortar one day. These self-
starters are American citi-
zens and immigrants living
in the country legally and il-
legally, and are part of a
$504-million industry in
L.A., according to estimates
from the Economic Round-
table, a nonprofit public pol-
icy researchorganization.

But the immigration
raids that are taking place
across the city — sparking
protests, sporadic violence
and the deployment of the
National Guard and U.S.
Marines — have brought

Street vendors
risk arrest, family
breakup to work
These immigrants say
they are afraid, but
they have bills to pay,
people to take care of.

By Ruben Vives
and Dakota Smith
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As Los Angeles became
the epicenter of President
Trump’s crackdown on un-
documented immigrants,
Department of Homeland
Security Secretary Kristi
Noem flew to the city and
held a news conference, say-
ing the government’s objec-
tive was to “bring in crimi-
nals that have been out on
our street far too long.”

But data from the days
leading up to that June 12
appearance suggest a ma-
jority of those who were ar-
rested were not convicted
criminals. Most were work-
ing-age men, nearly half
Mexican.

From June 1 to June 10,
Immigration and Customs
Enforcementdatashowthat
early in the crackdown 722
were arrested in the Los An-
geles region. The figures

were obtainedby theDepor-
tationDataProject, a repos-
itory of enforcement data at
UCBerkeleyLaw.

A Times analysis found
that 69% of those arrested
during that period had no
criminal conviction and 58%
hadneverbeenchargedwith
a crime. The median age of
someone arrested was 38,
and thatpersonwas likely to
be a man. Nearly 48% were
Mexican, 16% were from
Guatemala and 8% from El
Salvador.

“They’re not going after
drug kingpins, they’re chas-
ing hardworking people
through swap meets and
Home Depot parking lots,”
Los Angeles Mayor Karen
Bass told The Times. “You
can see the impact of these
random raids everywhere in
our city — families are
scared to go eat at restau-
rants, kids are scared their
parents aren’t going to re-
turn from the store. The fear
is therebecausethey’veseen
videos of people being
shoved into unmarked vans
by masked men refusing to
identify themselves.”

Most detained in
L.A.-area raids had
no criminal record
Immigration sweeps
hit working-age
Mexican men hardest,
an analysis reveals.

By Rachel Uranga

2020 2022 2024

0

20,000

40,000

60,000
56,397

Trump
2025

Trump
2017-2020

ICE detentions have increased
since Trump retook office

Total population of ICE detention centers
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The United States De-
partment of Agriculture on
Monday announced that it
will rescind a decades-old
rule that protects 58.5 mil-

lion acres of national forest-
land from road construction
and timberharvesting.

The USDA, which over-
sees the U.S. Forest Service,
said it will eliminate the 2001
“Roadless Rule” that estab-
lished lasting protection for
specific wilderness areas
within the national forests.
Research has found that
building roads can fragment
habitats, disrupt ecosys-
tems and increase erosion
and sediment pollution in

drinkingwater, amongother
potentially harmful out-
comes.

In a statement, USDA
Secretary Brooke Rollins
described the rule — which
applies to about 30% of na-
tional forestland — as out-
datedandoverly restrictive.

“Once again, President
Trump is removing absurd
obstacles to common-sense
management of our natural
resources by rescinding the
overly restrictive ‘Roadless

Rule,’ ” Rollins said in a
statement. “This move
opens a new era of consis-
tency and sustainability for
our nation’s forests. It is
abundantly clear that prop-
erly managing our forests
preserves them from devas-
tating firesandallows future
generations of Americans to
enjoy and reap the benefits
of this great land.”

More than 40 states are
home to areas protected by

U.S. to revoke forest protection rule
2001 policy bars road
projects and timber
harvests in designated
federal wild areas.

By Hayley Smith
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In a high-stakes gamble,
Wall Street hedge funds are
offering to buy claims that
insurers may have against
Southern California Edison
if theutility is foundliable for
causing the devastating
Eaton fire inAltadena.

The solicitations are le-
gal, but have alarmed Cali-
fornia state officials — who
loathe the idea of investors
profiting from a disaster
that claimed18 lives and de-
stroyed more than 9,400
homesandother structures.

“I think everyone in this
room looksat a catastrophe,
like what happened in
Southern California, and
our natural instincts are to
say, ‘What can we do to
help?’ ”TomWelsh, the chief
executive of the California
Earthquake Authority,
which manages the state’s
wildfire fund,saidatarecent
public meeting. “There are
other actors in the environ-
ment who look at that situa-
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Hedge
funds
gamble
on fire
State officials raise
alarm as Wall Street
seeks to buy claims
against SoCal Edison.

By Melody Petersen

Palm Springs bombing suspect dies
Daniel Park, accused of helping the bomber procure
materials, was found in his cell. CALIFORNIA, B1

‘Wayne’sWorld’
store to close
FamedCassell’sMusic
in San Fernandowill
fade out after 78 years.
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Weather
Coastal clouds clearing.
L.A. Basin: 80/61.B6

Markets ......................A11
OpinionVoices ........A12

Historic movie
studio up for sale
The sellers of Occiden-
tal, which dates to 1913,
are asking $45 million.
BUSINESS, A9
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On Saturday morning
across South Lake Tahoe,
winds were light. Skies were
clear. Temperatures began
to climb into theupper 50s.

The day before, the Na-
tional Weather Service had
issued a wind advisory, but
Saturday it appeared that
the weather had finally
calmed. Forecasts showed a
chance of rain and an even
smaller possibility of
thunderstorms, but that

wasn’toutof theordinary for
regular boaters at the High
Sierra lake.

Hundreds of boaters and
anglers headedout.

Initially, it appearedtobe
a good day out on the water.
Joby Cefalu said he and his
group almost immediately
caught four fish when they
stopped along the lake’s
eastern shores, where he re-
called glassywaters.

But around 2 p.m., some-
thing changed.

Cefalu—a lifelongTahoe
boater and co-owner of Mile

HighFishingCharters—no-
ticed some whitecaps form-
ing. The wind also was
quickly picking up, blowing
in from the north, which
wasn’t typical.

“I toldmycustomers, ‘Es-
sentially, we’re looking at
probably 2- or 3-foot chopby
thetimewegetahalfanhour
fromhere,andfromthere it’s
going to probably be a little
bit worse,’ ” Cefalu recalled
sayingasheheadedtheboat
he was piloting back toward
the marina. “Within 15 min-

AN OVERTURNED boat floats Saturday in choppy waters near Tahoe Keys Pier.
DaveMarion

‘A tragic day on Lake Tahoe’
Clear skies, then a freak storm, catching hundreds of
boaters unprepared — how deadly disaster unfolded

By Grace Toohey
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