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CONOR GALLAGHER
Crime and Security Correspondent

Evan Fitzgerald, the gunman
who fired shots into the air in a
Carlow shopping centre before
taking his own life, had posses-
sion of more weapons, gardaí
have found.

On June 1st, Mr Fitzgerald
(22) entered the busy Fairgreen
Shopping Centre and, using a
pump action shotgun stolen in
aburglary from a neighbour, be-
gan firing shots in the air before
turning the gun on himself.

At the time, the former steel-
yard worker from Portrushen,
Kiltegan, Co Wicklow, was fac-
ing charges for possession of a
military grade assault rifle, a
handgun and ammunition
which he had allegedly attempt-
ed to buy on the dark web.

Undercover gardaí sold him
the guns, which they had de-
commissioned, after being
tipped off that Mr Fitzgerald
was attempting to source weap-
ons on the internet.

Armed officers then forcibly
stopped his car and arrested

him a short time later.
It has now emerged that fol-

lowing the shooting incident in
Fairgreen Shopping Centre,
gardaí located further weap-
ons, which have been conclu-
sively linked to Mr Fitzgerald.

Gardaí carried out several
searches following the incident
to determine Mr Fitzgerald’s
motive that day. During these
searches, they found another
shotgun and a replica firearm.

A big concern for investiga-
tors is that they have been una-
ble to determine the source of
these items. They may have
been taken in a burglary or
sourced online, sources say.

The Garda has faced signifi-
cant criticism is recent weeks
for its handling of the Fitzger-
ald case.

Senator and former minister
for justice Michael McDowell
described the Garda operation
to sell Mr Fitzgerald the guns as

“entrapment” and claimed mis-
leading evidence had been pro-
vided to the District Court
judge in the case. Mr McDowell
had raised court reports that
suggested gardaí had told the
judge they were “investigating”
how Mr Fitzgerald acquired the
guns.

The Garda has referred
these comments to Fiosrú, the
Garda Ombudsman.

Labour TD Alan Kelly ques-
tioned the need for gardaí to de-
liver the weapons to Mr Fitzger-
ald, describing him as a “poor,
tragic, vulnerable individual”.

Gardaí have defended their
handling of the case and said
they used internationally ac-
cepted tactics in the interests of
public safety. Senior sources
said they accepted Mr Fitzger-
ald was a vulnerable person
with mental issues and that he
did not have links to terrorism
or organised crime.

However, they could not rule
out that he was planning a mass
shooting of the type seen in the
United States and other coun-
tries in recent years.

They said investigations
show the young man shared
some characteristics of mass
shooters, including a fascina-
tion with firearms and feelings
of deep isolation.

As part of the investigation,
they have been examining Mr
Fitzgerald’s internet use to de-
termine if he may have been un-
der the influence of violent on-
line figures.

Investigators pointed to the
fact that searches of Mr Fitzger-
ald’s home led to the discovery
of ammunition and material
which could be used to make ex-
plosives.

On Thursday, Garda Com-
missioner Drew Harris and his
deputy Justin Kelly defended
their handling of the case, with

thecommissioner raising there-
cent school shooting “by a lone
gunman” in Austria which left
11 people dead.

“This is sadly a more fre-
quent occurrence,” Mr Harris
told a meeting of the Oireach-
tas Public Accounts Commit-
tee.

“I have to say, this was a very
successful operation in that we
made sure a threat to the public
did not arise from the circum-
stances we were dealing with.”

There was “no other way of
doing it”, Mr Harris said.

Retiring
broadcaster Joe
Duffy outside RTÉ
yesterday after his
final Liveline, the
show he hosted for
27 years.

■ His final show:
Mick Heaney – page 4
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■ Editorial comment
– page 17

Carlow gunman had other weapons

MARTIN WALL
Public Policy Correspondent

The HSE is carrying out an ur-
gent investigation into why two
new ambulances suddenly
caught fire in recent days.

The two vehicles were differ-
ent makes, models and types,
but an initial technical examina-
tion had “identified apossible is-
sue”, the HSE said.

The matter is “now being ur-
gently explored in further de-
tail with vehicle suppliers”, it
said.

It is understood the investiga-
tion will look at potential com-

mon links between the two am-
bulances. The HSE said a seri-
ous incident management team
was established after the fires,
which took place last Saturday
and Thursday.

However, it said ambulance
services for the public were not
affected.

The HSE said a recently com-
missioned emergency ambu-
lance was destroyed by fire
while parked adjacent to the
ambulance station in Castle-
bar, Co Mayo, early last Satur-
day.

On Thursday, a new commu-
nity paramedic response vehi-

cle awaiting entry to service
went on fire in a commissioning
facility in Tullamore, Co Offaly.

“Neither vehicle was in use at
the time, no patients were af-
fected and no staff were in-
jured,” the HSE said.

‘Vigilant’
“In line with health and safety
requirements, all staff on duty
have also been alerted to the
two known incidents, request-
ed to remain vigilant and re-
minded of current fire safety, ve-
hicle evacuation, and incident
reporting procedures,” it said.

National Ambulance Service

(NAS) operations to the public
are “unaffected by the current
precautionary measures,
which will remain under con-
stant review”, the HSE added.

The NAS has 437 patient-car-
rying vehicles, including emer-
gency and critical care ambu-
lances and intermediate care ve-
hicles.

The HSE said all NAS vehi-
cles are subject to a crew inspec-
tion at the commencement of
each shift, as well as a safety in-
spection every eight weeks.

It said all vehicles were con-
structed in line with the rele-
vant national and EU stand-

ards, were serviced and main-
tained in line with manufactur-
ers’ guidelines and replaced af-
ter five years or 350,000km.

It said all staff received train-
ing in fire safety and vehicle
evacuation procedures.

A HSE internal audit of the
national ambulance fleet found
that the budget allocation for
last year was 50 per cent less
than the service required.

It identified that some emer-
gency ambulances were being
kept in service outside the rec-
ommended usage of five years,
with 66 ambulances listed as
five or six years old.
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Investigators concerned they have been
unable to determine source of these items

Two new HSE ambulances catch fire
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Cloudy with scattered rain but
drier later in the west while the
south remains humid. Highs of
17-23 degrees in light winds
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