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MARK WEISS
in Jerusalem

Israel launched an air strike
against the leaders of Hamas
in Qatar yesterday, in a move
the White House said did not
advance Israeli or American
goals in trying to bring an end
to the Middle East conflict.

Qatar,which has been medi-
ating between Hamas and Isra-
el, condemned the attack as
“cowardly” and a flagrant vio-
lation of international law,
claiming it was informed by
the United States of the attack
as the explosions occurred.

White House spokesperson
Karoline Leavitt said “elimi-
nating Hamas, which has en-
riched itself on the suffering of
Gaza residents, is a worthy
goal”. But she added that
bombing inside Qatar, a close
ally of the US, “does not ad-
vance Israel’s or America’s
goals”.

Ms Leavitt said the US mili-

tary was notified of Israel’s
plans “just before the attack”.

Israel was still waiting last
night for confirmation of
which Hamas leaders had
been killed in the attack, but
Arab media outlets reported
that among those present at
the Doha meeting were Ha-
mas’s chief negotiator, Khalil
al-Hayya, and Zaher Jabarin,
who is in charge of Hamas
West Bank operations.

Hamas, which said it holds
the US jointly responsible for
the attack, said five of its mem-
bers were killed, including Mr
Hayya’s son. It said Israel had
failed in its attempt to assassi-
nate the group’s ceasefire ne-
gotiation team.

It is unlikely that the Qatar
strike will stop Israel from con-
tinuing with its plan to con-
quer Gaza City, forcing more
than 800,000 residents to flee
their homes. Israel’s prime
minister Binyamin Netanyahu
stressed thatthe “surgical, pre-
cision” Israeli air strike target-

ing the “savage” Hamas lead-
ers in Doha could pave the way
to the “immediate” end of the
war. “This action can open the
door to the end of the war in
Gaza,” he said. “Israel has ac-
cepted the proposal put for-
ward by President Trump to
end the war, beginning with
the immediate release of all
our hostages. If President
Trump’s proposal is accepted,
the war can end immediately,”
he said.

Earlier yesterday, Mr Netan-
yahu was at the Tel Aviv dis-
trict court attending a session
in his corruption trial when he
was handed a note informing
him of a window of opportuni-
ty to target the senior Hamas
leadership, who were gather-
ing together in the Qatari capi-
tal, Doha.

Mr Netanyahu left the court-
room immediately and trav-
elled to the headquarters of Is-
rael security agency Shin Bet.

Ten Israeli aircraft were al-
ready in the air, flying to Doha,
some 1,800km away. They in-
cluded fighter jets, refuelling
aircraft, intelligence-gather-
ing planes and drones.

The Hamas leaders were
discussing how the organisa-
tion should respond to the lat-
est US principles presented to
the sides to end the 23-month
Gaza war. However, Israeli of-
ficials claimed a ceasefire was
not close and Hamas had no in-
tention of releasing the 48 hos-
tages, including the 20 still be-
lieved to be alive.

Meanwhile, the Israeli at-
tacks on Gaza City continued.

Relatives of the hostages
held by Hamas in Gaza ex-
pressed concern for the fate of
the 20 captives still believed to
be alive. Einav Zangauker,
whose son Matan is held by Ha-
mas, said Mr Netanyahu may
have killed her son by striking
Hamas officials in Qatar.

“I am trembling with fear,”
she said. “It could be that at
this very moment the prime
minister has actually assassi-
nated my Matan, sealed his
fate. Why does he insist on
blowing every chance at a
deal? This is my child’s life!”
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An Irish grandmother and
green card holder who is mar-
ried to a US Navy veteran is
awaiting a deportation hearing
after being arrested and de-
tained by US immigration offic-
ers following a flight from Dub-
lin to Chicago in late July.

Donna Hughes-Brown (58)
was travelling to the home she
shares with Jim Brown in Mis-
souri when she was met on the
ramp after disembarking a

flight from Dublin to O’Hare air-
port, where the couple were to
catch a connecting flight to St
Louis.

They had spent 10 days in Ire-
land, visiting family and attend-
ing a funeral.

She was held on a misde-
meanour relating to a cheque
for $25 she signed 10 years ago,
for which she made restitution
and received probation.

Speaking from his home in
Troy, Missouri, Mr Brown said
his wife cleared the US Cus-
toms and Border Protection’s

pre-clearance checks at Dublin
Airport and “should not have
ever seen customs in Chicago”.

He claimed that she was
“fraudulently arrested”.

“They scan your passport
and that cheque violation was
apparently flagged,” he said.

The couple were met by a po-
lice officer on the ramp in Chica-
go when they arrived on the
flight from Dublin.

“He told us she had paper-
work to do and she’d be back on
the plane from Chicago to St
Louis in two hours,” said Mr

Brown. “Well, I got a call the
next morning from customs to
say she was being detained.”

Ms Hughes-Brown was born
in England to Irish parents. Af-
ter spending her childhood in
Ireland, she emigrated to the
United States with family,
where she has lived for 47
years.

She married Jim Brown
eightyears ago. She has five chil-
dren and five grandchildren.
She has been detained in the
Kentucky facility operated by
US Immigration and Customs

Enforcement since early Au-
gust in conditions her husband
described as “deplorable”.

Mr Brown was able to speak
and text his wife during her in-
carceration until three days
ago, when she was moved to an
isolation cell, and her husband
has been unable to reach her
since then.

He said he believed she was
isolated because she was on a
low-sodium diet after they tried
to feed her “hot dogs and chili
mac”.

“She probably told them af-

ter the fifth time they tried to
serve her: ‘I’m not eating that.’
So, they locked her up. I haven’t
heard from her in three days
now. It’s stupid,” he said.

Mr Brown has spoken with
the Irish consulate on behalf of
his wife.

“They say they can’t do any-
thing legally,” he said.

A deportation hearing is
scheduled for September 17th.
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More than two-thirds of public
hospitals were operating at un-
safe levels of bed occupancy in
the first six months of this year,
new figures show.

A number of studies have
shown that having too many pa-
tients in hospital beds can re-
sult in overrun staff, increased
levels of hospital-acquired infec-
tions, delays in care or can-
celled procedures, and worse
patient outcomes.

Consequently, a bed occu-
pancy of 85 per cent is generally
considered to be the limit.

Data from the Health Service
Executive shows the level of
bed occupancy was 95.9 per
cent nationally in the first six
months of this year, rising from
94.2 per cent during the same
period in 2024 and 93.3 per
cent in 2023.

There were nine hospitals
that exceeded their bed capaci-
ty during this period, with St
Luke’s General Hospital in Kilk-
enny having the highest rate at
116.4 per cent, followed by Uni-
versity Hospital Limerick at 114
per cent and St Vincent’s, Dub-
lin at 111.4 per cent.

Datastillbeingvalidated
A total of 31 hospitals had occu-
pancy rates higher than the rec-
ommended 85 per cent. Howev-
er, the figures do not include
Galway University Hospitals,
as the HSE said its data is “still
being validated”.

A number of hospitals have
maintained low occupancy
rates, including the Royal Victo-
ria Eye and Ear hospital (38.2
per cent), and the National Or-
thopaedic Hospital Cappagh
(46.9 per cent) in Dublin. South
Infirmary Victoria Hospital in
Cork had an occupancy rate of

58.3 per cent, while Mallow
General Hospital’s rate was
62.3 per cent.

HSE Mid West, which in-
cludes Limerick, was the health
region with the highest occu-
pancy rate, at 105.4 per cent.

The figures were released in
response to a parliamentary
question from Sinn Féin’s
health spokesman David Culli-
nane, who said levels were “go-
ing in the wrong direction”.

“The bed occupancy levels
are way beyond international
best practice. We have no room
for any surge capacity, which is
why, when you have a surge, we
have problems in emergency de-
partments and overcrowding.”

A spokeswoman for the HSE
said it and the Department of
Health are working to reduce
pressure in hospitals by imple-
menting Sláintecare, the pro-
gramme which seeks to reform
the State’s health service.

Two-thirds of public hospitals
at unsafe bed occupancy level
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