
Róisín Ingle
Life

Idon’tmakeNewYear’s
Resolutionsasageneralrule,butI
ammakinganexceptionthisyear.
Icannolongeringoodconscience
continuetoexudeBig
StopRelaxingEnergy

FRAWLEY’S
MOVE SHOULD
SERVE AS A
WARNING

nch.ie

Fridays at the National Concert Hall

Barry
Douglas
— 16 Jan

Ellinor
D’Melon
— 23 Jan

Mirabelle
Kajenjeri
— 6 Feb

Alexander
Shelley
— 13 Feb

Great music, great artists,
great experiences

National Symphony
Orchestra Ireland

Gordon D’Arcy
Sports Wednesday

SARAH BURNS

A person who smokes a packet
of cigarettes a day is likely to
save around ¤6,700 annually if
they decide to kick the habit for
the new year, according to the
Central Statistics Office (CSO).

Drinkers partaking in dry
January could save around
¤95, based on the average in-
take of four pints of beer or
stout a week in the pub.

The CSO has examined the fi-
nancial implications of popular
resolutions made at the start of
each year, using the prices of
some of the items it collects as
part of the consumer price in-
dex basket of goods and servic-
es and other data.

A change in dining habits
could also lead to savings, par-
ticularly as the cost of a meal in
a restaurant went up almost
25 per cent in the five years be-
tween November 2020 and No-

vember 2025. This was similar
for takeaways as they increased
by 30 per cent, meaning a takea-
way that would have cost ¤25
five years ago now costs more
than ¤32. Coffee lovers can also
make significant savings if they
cut back as the cost of a single
daily takeaway cup rose by 7 per
cent in the 12 months to Novem-
ber.

The CSO said after coming
through the costly Christmas
period, households often shift
their financial focus to better
budgeting, tracking spending,
and reducing expenditure, in a
bid to increase savings.

Households saved almost
14 per cent of their income in
January, February and March
2025 or approximately ¤1 out
of every ¤7 of their disposable
income.

The price of package holi-
days increased by 1.5 per cent
this year, and despite the costs,

Irish residents took more than
4.6 million outbound overnight
trips in July, August and Sep-
tember.

Eco-friendly resolutions,
such as reducing energy con-
sumption or commuting less by
car, can also lead to a financial
benefit, the CSO said.

Public transport use is rising
with the number of bus and rail
journeys (excluding Luas) at ap-
proximately 229 million from
January to the beginning of No-
vember.

People have also been switch-
ing to greener options in their
homes. The number with re-
newable energy sources is in-
creasing and as of July, August
and September, a quarter of the
1.3 million homes with building
energy ratings (Ber) had at
least one source of renewable
energy present such as heat
pumps, solar thermal systems
and solar photovoltaic panels.
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Face-to-face interviews, during
which students would have to
demonstrate their work is their
own, could become a routine
part of third-level assessments
under recommendations
aimed at combating the improp-
er use of artificial intelligence
(AI).

Institutions have been en-
couraged to redesign courses in
ways that ensure work is au-
thentic, with a potential return
to more old-fashioned written

exams alongside “oral verifica-
tion”.

The proposals are made un-
der new guidelines published
by the Higher Education Au-
thority (HEA), the State body
that regulates third-level insti-
tutions.

A 20-page report from the
HEA says universities and oth-
er third-level institutions need
to embrace the potential of gen-
erative AI to contribute to edu-
cation – while ensuring that stu-
dents are learning more than
simply how to use the new tech-
nology.

Institutions should support
both staff and students in get-
ting the best out of generative
AI models but must step up ef-
forts to prevent their output be-
ing passed off as a student’s
work, says the report.

Various generative AI mod-
els can create text, images and
other material based on
prompts from the user. Widely
available text-based models
now have the ability to produce
outputs mirroring the style and
content of assigned student
work in many fields.

At present, academics rou-

tinely complain they are pre-
sented with essays or other as-
signments students claim to be
their own but which they be-
lieve to be AI generated. The sit-
uation can be difficult to re-
solve in instances where the stu-
dent denies wrongdoing.

The report is authored by
project lead Dr James O’Sulli-
van of University College Cork,
and the Higher Education Au-
thority’s Colin Lowry, Ross
Woods and Tim Conlon with
support from members of the
Government’s AI Advisory
Council and others.

It encourages third-level in-
stitutions to “redesign” assess-
ment procedures in order to
“prioritise authenticity, fore-
grounding student authorship
and human judgment, as well
as process-based learning”. Or-
ganisations are encouraged to
design courses and their deliv-
ery to ensure that subsequent
assessments are fair.

As a backup, the report advis-
es institutions to establish an
“institution-wide oral assess-
ment safeguard that enables
staff . . . to demonstrate author-
ship directly, with the outcome

of this process taking prece-
dence over any existing written
artefacts”.

The recommendations could
provide the basis for a greater
reliance on old-fashioned ex-
ams conducted without re-
course to technology and/or
face-to-face interviews at which
students would be required to
demonstrate in conversation
that the work presented in as-
sessments had been their own.

The authors of the HEA-com-
missioned report contend that,
at present, there is a lack of co-
hesion in policies regarding AI.
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A “significant number” of peo-
ple in emergency accommoda-
tion for homelessness “don’t
have a housing right in Ire-
land”, Tánaiste Simon Harris
has said.

In an interview with The
Irish Times, the Fine Gael lead-
er claimed he was “shut down”
when he said in November
that Ireland’s “migration num-
bers are too high” as he dou-
bled down on comments link-
ing immigration to the high
rate of homelessness.

Mr Harris said he was not
trying to create controversy,
and nor was he dismissing the
State’s “duty of care”, “but you
have to have a right to housing
in Ireland to be housed”.

He said that an examina-
tion of monthly homelessness
statistics showed there was a
“significant number ... that
don’t have a housing right”.

“A lot of people who are in
emergency homeless accom-
modation, or certainly some
people who are in emergency
homeless accommodation,
don’t have a housing right in
Ireland,” he said.

His view, however, was chal-
lenged by Mary Hayes, chief
executive of the Dublin Re-
gion Homeless Executive
(DRHE), which manages
homelessness services across
the four Dublin local authori-
ties.

Of the claim that people
with no housing right were a
“significant” factor, she said:
“That is not my experience.
Anyone who presents for and
is provided emergency accom-
modation has a right to hous-
ing or establishes that right
very quickly.

“If they can’t establish a
right to housing, they don’t get
emergency accommodation
and are sent on their way.”

Latest DRHE figures
showed more than 12,000 peo-
ple received emergency shel-
ter in Dublin, including 8,141
adults and 3,883 children. Of
the adults, 5,031 were single
with no children.

“The main driver of family
homelessness continues to be
notices of termination from
private rental, and the main

driver of single homelessness
is [refugees or people with
leave to remain] leaving direct
provision in the preceding
eight months,” says the
DRHE’s October report.

The main driver of spiral-
ling homelessness figures is
not migrants, say sources with-
in the sector, but ongoing “cri-
sis in the private rental mar-
ket”.

Homeless services are not
responsible for providing ac-
commodation to those seek-
ingasylum as this is the respon-
sibility of the International
Protection Accommodation
Service (Ipas).

Those who are recognised
as refugees, or have leave to re-
main, are entitled to apply for
housing, and most achieve a
right to it.

In the interview, Mr Harris
also defended measures in the
Government’s recently pub-
lished housing plan which
could see families being priori-
tised ahead of single people in
the queue for social housing.

“You can’t say everything’s
a priority,” Mr Harris said.

“I’m saying we have to prior-
itise children in the first in-
stance – children and families
who are in long-term home-
lessness.”

Mr Harris said he was told
by unnamed elements in the
“system” that such a policy
could “create a perverse incen-
tive for somebody to become
homeless” with their children
in order to secure a home. But
he said he didn’t accept this ar-
gument, saying: “It offends
every fibre of my being.”

A number of measures in
the housing plan have drawn
criticism from the Opposition,
with Labour’s Conor Sheehan
saying “single adults in home-
lessness have been virtually ig-
nored” by the Government.

The vast majority of the
16,766 people, including 5,274
children, in homelessness ac-
commodation in October
werein Dublin. Among89 fam-
ilies who entered homeless-
ness in Dublin that month, the
largest cohort were Irish – at
43 per cent (38).

Variable cloud and sunny
spells. Generally dry.
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Some people
do not have
housing
right, says
Harris
Examination of homelessness statistics
‘shows significant number have no right’

Tánaiste’s claim disputed by Dublin
Region Homeless Executive chief
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