
Scientists say these bone-chilling
days do not mean climate change
is taking a vacation — they may
be another sign of it.Metro, B1.

With space tourism around the
corner, space medicine is about to
become a specialty, and Boston is
becoming a hub for it. ideas, K1.

Hollywood could use some reso-
lutions for the new year, says
movie critic Odie Henderson, and
he’s got them. sunday arts, n1.

Check out Christopher Muther’s
top travel choices for the coming
year. sunday arts, n11.

The Patriots look ahead as they
cap the regular season. sports, C1.

The Globe Magazine isn’t publish-
ing today. Puzzles are on B5.

Sunday: Flurries early.
High 31-36. Low 13-18.

Monday: Sunny but cold.
High 22-27. Low 21-26.

Complete report, a24.

Jan. Jan. Jan.

vOl . 3 0 9 , nO . 4

*
suggested retail price

$6.00

2004 2008 2012 2016 2020 2024
0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16
14

16

11

6
6

8

7
8

Mass. lead on most Nation’s Report Card
tests has shrunk
This chart shows the difference in the percentage of students scoring at
NAEP Basic level or above. For example, in 2024, 82 percent of
Massachusetts students scored Basic or above on Grade 4 math,
compared to 76 percent nationwide, so Massachusetts led by 6.

SOURCE: Nation's Report Card
CHRISTOPHER HUFFAKER/GLOBE STAFF
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By Eric Schmitt,
Tyler Pager,

Anatoly Kurmanaev,
and Carol Rosenberg
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WashIngtOn — president
trump said saturday that the
united states had captured
venezuelan president nicolás
Maduro and flown him out of
venezuela to new york to face
drug charges, the stunning cul-
mination of a monthslong cam-
paign by the trump administra-
tion to oust the authoritarian
leader.

the united states would

“run” the country until a proper
transition of power could be ar-
ranged, the president said
hours later, raising the prospect
of an open-ended commitment.

us forces seized Maduro
and his wife , ci l ia flores,
trump said in a social media
post at 4:21 a.m. Officials said
the raid was led by helicopter-
borne special Operations forc-
es. In an interview saturday
morning on fox news, trump
said that the soldiers had cap-
tured the couple in their forti-
fied residence and that he had

VeneZUela, Page a7

US seizes Maduro, flies him to N.Y.
Trump says US will ‘run’ Venezuela
for now but offers no details

tRuthsOcIal vIa assOcIatED pREss

President Trump posted a picture
that he described as the captured
President Nicolás Maduro. a6.

a long
time
coming
the raid
capped off
months of
accusations,
threats. a6.

Mixed
feelings
In boston,
some
venezuelans
celebrated
but others are
wary about
what is to
come. B1.

By Christopher Huffaker
glObE staff

If you’re governor of the state
that effectively introduced uni-
versal public school education in
the united states, the one thing
you want to avoid is losing the
state’s ranking as having the
smartest kids in the country.

Massachusetts is the richest,
most highly educated state,
where the nation’s first public
school was founded and home to

horace Mann, the 19th-century
reformer known as the father of
american Education. and for
the past two decades, governors
could brag how students from
Massachusetts have consistently
beaten every other state on all
four main tests on the nation’s
Report card.

but now that perch atop the
education hierarchy is in jeopar-
dy, as the edge Massachusetts
has long held over the nation is
shrinking dramatically: test
scores have been sliding for
nearly a decade and many stu-
dents here have not recovered
from the pandemic as much as

eDUCaTiOn, Page a11

Starting to wobble
at the top of the class
Mass. may lose
long-held edge
on national tests

‘Cut out all themoney’
Second in a three-part series reported by Hilary Burns,

Mike Damiano, and PatriciaWen.
Today’s story is by Damiano and Burns.

“We’re at harvard in harvard square,” steve ban-
non said, leaning into a microphone, and “every morn-
ing feels like christmasmorning.”

It was feb. 8, just three weeks into Donald trump’s
second term, and every day brought a new delight for
bannon: executive orders attackingDEI,mass firings of
government workers, and a steady stream of liberals
freaking out onMsnbc.

now, bannon — former senior adviser to the presi-
dent, spiritual leader of the Magamovement, and ex-
convict released last year from prison —was recording
his podcast, War Room, in a small office above a falafel
shop just a fewhundredyards fromharvard’s front gates.

“congratulations on returning to your alma mater,”

said Jack posobiec, a far-right influencer who’d called
in to the show. “they don’t realize that steve’s up there
in beantown, because if they did, they’d be out with
the pitchforks.”

for bannon, there was no place more “inside the
wire of the enemy camp” thanharvard, he said in an in-
terviewwith the globe. so therewas something surreal,
even for him, about coming to cambridge as an hon-
ored guest — invited by conservative student groups to
deliver a keynote address at their annual conference.

the visit to cambridge was something of a home-
coming. he had loved his years at harvard business
school in the 1980s. “It was fabulous,” he said. but he
had felt increasingly alienated from the university as, in
his view, it slid further and further toward the radical
left. now for the first time in a long time he felt optimis-
tic about the future of the university, and the country.

HaRVaRD, Page a12

Inside the Trump and MAGA campaign against Harvard

Steve Bannon, a Harvard Business School alum, believes strong action against his almamater is vital.
phOtO IllustRatIOn by Ryan huDDlE, phOtO by JOEl sagEt

By Natalie Allison, Cat Zakrzewski,
andMichael Birnbaum

WashIngtOn pOst

president trump on saturday demonstrated how expansively
he is willing to exert us power abroad, removing a foreign leader
who had not threatenedmilitary force against theunited states

and declaring thatWashington could assume long-
term control in venezuela.

the operation echoed those by past hawkish
us presidents to overthrow leaders in Iraq and

panama, raising questions about whether trump’s “america
first” doctrine is being redefined as he authorizes successive for-
eign attacks and pursues regime change in the south american

analysis, Page a7

Pushing the boundaries
of ‘America First’ again

news
analysis
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