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Casey Wasserman, the
embattledmogul who is the
face of the Los Angeles 2028
Olympics, is preparing to
sell his talent agency, a stun-
ning fall for a leading figure
in the world of sports and
music.

Inamemotohis staff Fri-
day, Wasserman acknowl-
edged his appearance in a
recently released batch of
documents related to the
late sex trafficker JeffreyEp-
steinandhiscompanionand
accomplice, Ghislaine Max-
well, had “become a distrac-
tion.”

Wasserman wrote in his
memo he was “heartbroken
that my brief contact with
them 23 years ago has
caused you, this company,
and itsclientssomuchhard-
ship over the past days and
weeks.”

Representatives for
Wassermandid not immedi-
ately return requests for
comment.

“I’mdeeply sorry thatmy
past personalmistakes have
causedyou somuchdiscom-
fort,” Wasserman wrote to
his staff. “It’s not fair to you,
and it’s not fair to the clients
and partners we represent
so vigorously and care so
deeply about.”

Wasserman’s decision to
unload the business he
foundedmore than two dec-
ades ago represents a re-
markable reversal for the
mogul, who built up one of
the most successful sports
andmusic agencies inHolly-
wood.

He is one of the first ma-
jor figures in entertainment
to be forced out over their
Epstein associations after
the release of a massive
trove of documents in late
January. U.S. Atty. Gen.
Pam Bondi sparred with
lawmakers last week over
the Justice Department’s
handling of the records,
which has become a major
political issue for theTrump
administration.Thescandal
has roiledWashington, with
continuing demands that
the Justice Department re-
lease all documents related
to theEpstein case.

Following in the foot-
stepsofhisgrandfather,Lew
Wasserman — a Hollywood

Wasserman to
sell agency amid
Epstein fallout
It’s a dramatic reversal
for the mogul, who is
staying on at L.A.’s
Olympic committee.
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The first month of Presi-
dent Trump’s immigration
crackdown in Los Angeles
putadent in thearea’s econ-
omy, costing business own-
ers millions in lost revenue
and exponentially more in
lost output from workers,
according to a new county
report.

The survey found that
82% of businesses reported
negative impacts from the
raids that began early last
June and 44% reported
losses of greater than half
their normal revenue. More
than two-thirds of respond-
ents said they had changed
operations, such as by re-
ducing hours and delaying
expansion plans. Some said
they had to close temporari-
ly or had difficulty obtaining
supplies and services from
usual vendors.

The report was prepared
jointly with the L.A. County
Department of Economic
Opportunity; researchers
from a nonprofit group
called the Los Angeles
County Economic Devel-
opment Corp. conducted an
online survey of hundreds of
local businesses.

The survey is the latest
evidence that the raids up-
endedpartsof theLosAnge-
les economy as some resi-
dents here illegally went
underground and employ-
ers lostworkers amid the ar-
rests. It’s clear the immigra-
tion action hit some areas
and sectors of the economy
harder than others. Some
communities were largely
unaffected. But in immi-
grant communities such as
downtown L.A., Boyle
Heights and Santa Ana,
merchants have reported ef-
fects.

Thereportsaidsomesec-
tors, such as restaurants,
construction and retail,
would be particularly hard
hit.But theauthors saidem-
ployers and employees
found innovative ways to
keepgoing.

“How these businesses
are adapting, it’s really a tes-
tament to their resilience,”
said Justin L. Adams, a sen-
ior economist with the Los
Angeles County Economic
DevelopmentCorp.

According to the report,
released last week, undocu-
mented workers contribute
anestimated$253.9billion in
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Trump
migrant
sweeps
hit L.A.
economy
A county report says
44% of businesses
surveyed lost a large
amount of revenue.

By Suhauna Hussain
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Twoyears ago, LosAnge-
les Mayor Karen Bass went
to Sherman Oaks to cut a
quick campaign ad for a
trusted ally: Councilmem-
berNithyaRaman.

Standing next to Bass,
Raman looked into the cam-
era and praised themayor’s
work on homelessness, say-
ing she was “honored” to
haveher support.

“I couldn’t be prouder to
work alongside her,” Raman
said.

That video, recorded at a
get-out-the-vote rally for
Raman’s reelection cam-
paign, feels like a political
lifetime ago. On Feb. 7, Ra-
man launcheda surprise bid
to unseat Bass, saying the
city is at a “breaking point”
andnolongercapableofpro-
vidingbasic services.

Raman’s entry into the
race, hours before the filing

deadline, shocked the city’s
political elite and infuriated
the mayor’s supporters.
Some observers called it a
betrayal of Shakespearean
proportions.

Raman’s name had ap-
peared on a list of Bass en-
dorsers just weeks earlier.
Bass’ support for Raman’s
2024 reelection bid had
helped the councilmember
earn 50.7% of the vote and
avoid amessy runoff.

“Howcanshe treata rela-
tionship like this, and dis-
pose of it once it’s served its
purpose?” said Julio Espe-
rias, a Democratic Party ac-
tivist who volunteered with
Raman’s 2024 campaign at
Bass’ request. “It’s a breach
of trust, a betrayal, and it’s
kind of hard for me to stom-
achat themoment.”

In 2024, Bass — then at
the peak of her popularity—
was featured prominently in
Raman’s campaignmailers.
She sent canvassers to
knock on voters’ doors. A
speechBassdeliveredatRa-
man’s rally inShermanOaks
was turned into a social me-
dia video with stirring back-
groundmusic.
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Some call Raman’s
ambition ‘betrayal’
L.A. council member’s
delayed run for mayor
came as a ‘surprise’ to
Bass and Democrats.

By David Zahniser

CORTINAD’AMPEZZO,
Italy—AxelBrown, thepilot
of Trinidad and Tobago’s
bobsled team, came to the
Milan-Cortina Winter
Gameswitha simple goal.

“Just don’t come last,” he
said. “We know that there is
a 0% chance of us contend-
ing for medals. It doesn’t
matter if we have the abso-
lutebest daywe’ve everhad.

“That’s just the reality of
it. It’s not defeatist, it’s not
negative. It’s just being real-
istic.”

But it’s also realistic to
believethatTrinidad, justby
being in the competition, is
furthering something of a
revolution in the Winter
Olympics in general, and in
bobsledding inparticular.

When Jamaica made its
debut in the event in 1988, it
was so novel it inspired the
1993 Disney movie “Cool

The sliders of the Caribbean
It’s even cooler runnings as island
bobsledders continue to move up
ByKevin Baxter

SHANE PITTER pilots Jamaica’s two-man bobsled
during a training heat at the Cortina Sliding Centre.

Al Bello Getty Images

[See Sliders,A6]

CABIMAS, Venezuela — The pumps
that brought prosperity from deep in the
Earth’s crustarenowmostly rusted relics
of a storiedpast.

The buildings that housed a prideful
labor force are vandalized, colonized by
squatters or boardedup.

The schools, clinics, the manicured
golf course— onetime amenities from an
industry awash in petrodollars—gone or
overgrownwithweeds.

“Our biggest problem is depression
and anxiety,” says Manuel Polanco, 74, a
former petroleum engineer whose recol-
lectionsof thegood timesonlyhighlight a
dystopianpresent. “Webarelysurvive.We
have just enough to feed ourselves, to get
by.”

This is the dismal tableau today in
Venezuela’s Maracaibo Basin, which, for

much of the last century, was one of the
globe’s leading sources of petroleum.

Since the U.S. attack last month and
arrest of President Nicolás Maduro and
his wife, President Trump has vowed to
rebuild the country’smoribund oil sector
— while also providing resources and
cash for the United States. East ofMara-
caibo lies the Orinoco Belt, home to the
world’s largest proven deposits, esti-
matedatmore than300billionbarrels.

But a recent swing through theMara-
caibo region in northwestern Venezuela
dramatized the many obstacles. Greet-
ingvisitors isadirepanoramaofnonfunc-
tioning wells, battered pipelines and
empty storage tanks, among othermark-
ers of decline.

TheU.S. planshave generated consid-
erable skepticism

Venezuela’s oil patch a
world away from boom
Broken pumps, rusted pipes, ghost towns mark
once-vibrant hub. It will cost billions to restore.

ByMeryMogollón andPatrick J.McDonnell
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AT TOP, the Bajo Grande Refinery on LakeMaracaibo was once among the
globe’s leading sources of oil. Above, a nearby mural critical of the United States.
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Nancy Guthrie had been
missing less than three days
when family members and
reporters, and evenanAma-
zondeliveryworker,couldbe
seen wandering onto her
property, with drops of her
blood still staining the front
entryway.

It’s been nearly two
weeks since the 84-year-old
mother of “Today” host Sa-
vannah Guthrie was ab-
ducted. With no suspects in
custodyasofSaturday, scru-
tiny is growing over how au-
thorities have handled the
case.

Some questions have fo-
cused on Pima County
(Ariz.) Sheriff Chris Nanos
and his department, which
was the first to respond
when Guthrie was reported
missing from her Tucson
home Feb. 1. Since then,
Nanos has been the leading
law enforcement communi-
cator on the investigation,
including after reports
emergedofransomnotesde-
manding millions of dollars
in cryptocurrency for
Guthrie’s return.

The global spotlight is
nowonhim.

“I’mnotused to everyone
hangingontomyeveryword
and then holding me ac-
countable for what I say,”
Nanos said at a news confer-
enceearly intheprobe.“This
is really, forme, prettynew.”

Critics pointed out his
department opened up the
crime scene a day after

Handling of Guthrie
case draws scrutiny
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Criticism of how the
sheriff’s department is
conducting abduction
investigation mounts.

By Richard Winton
and Hannah Fry
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