The Washington

Prices may vary in areas outside metropolitan Washington.

Jost

SU V1 V2 V3 V4

é E Mostly cloudy 59/43 ¢ Tomorrow: Rain 54/42 B18

Democracy Dies in Darkness

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2026 - $4

U.S. dials
up alarm
on secret
China test

New details on claim that
Beijing detonated a
nuclear weapon in 2020

BY ADAM TAYLOR
AND CATE CADELL

A top Trump administration
official on Tuesday disclosed new
details to support its claim that
China conducted an under-
ground nuclear explosion during
Donald Trump’s first presidency,
a contested assertion that, never-
theless, has become a catalyst for
his push to resume such testing
by the United States.

“We’re not going to remain at
an intolerable disadvantage,”
Christopher Yeaw, who heads the
State Department’s Bureau of
Arms Control and Nonprolifera-
tion, said during a discussion at
the Hudson Institute, a think
tank in Washington. He urged
Beijing to “come clean” about its
nuclear weapons tests, which
some U.S. officials and experts
say is part of a determined Chi-
nese effort to catch up to, if not
eclipse, the United States’ global
advantage in nuclear weapons
technology.

The eventin question occurred
June 22, 2020, “right near” a
secretive facility known as Lop
Nur in China’s western Xinjiang
region, Yeaw told those attending
the discussion. The U.S., he add-
ed, used seismic data captured by
a facility in neighboring Kazakh-
stan to conclude that China had
conducted an explosive nuclear
test.

The activity — measured at a
magnitude of 2.76 — was not
consistent with an earthquake or
explosions used in mining, Yeaw
said. The suspected explosion’s
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‘| am — somebody’

Historic presidential
candidate and civil
rights leader dies at 34

BY EDWARD WALSH

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, a char-
ismatic preacher who became the
leading voice of Black American
aspirations in the years after the
assassination of the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. and was the first
African American to gain signifi-
cant traction as a presidential
candidate, died Tuesday. He was
84.

His family announced the
death in a statement, which did
not say where or how he died. Rev.
Jackson had initially been diag-
nosed with Parkinson’s disease in
2015. Years later, he learned he
had progressive supranuclear
palsy, aneurological disorder that
affects movement.

At the height of his influence,
Rev. Jackson was widely regarded
as the nation’s preeminent civil
rights leader, a ubiquitous pres-
ence before the television camer-
as. He showed up at protests and
marches across the country to
champion civil rights and social
justice. And when civil disorder
broke out — as it did after King’s
assassination in 1968 and, de-
cades later, after the fatal police
shooting of 18-year-old Michael
Brown in Ferguson, Missouri, in
2014 — he urged restraint and
nonviolence.

In the late 1970s, he began to
expand his activities beyond the
United States. He thrust himself
into Middle East peacemaking,
prisoner-release efforts and the
movement against apartheid in
South Africa, and he was regular-
ly seen in the company of presi-
dents and foreign leaders.
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The Take: Jackson faced racism in
1988 campaign. A1l

Color of Money: He taught this
fifth-grader to keep hope alive. A14
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The Rev. Jesse Jackson was widely regarded as the nation’s foremost civil rights leader,
showing up at protests and marches to champion social justice.

Epstein
fallout
rattles
globe

A WAVE OF INQUIRIES
AND RESIGNATIONS

Many powerful people
are facing consequences

BY MAEGAN VAZQUEZ
AND SAMMY WESTFALL

It has been more than two
weeks since the latest tranche of
files related to deceased financier
Jeffrey Epstein was released by
the Justice Department, outlin-
ing years of correspondence and
visual evidence connecting the
convicted sex offender to some of
the wealthiest and most powerful
people in the world.

The massive trove — totaling
more than 3 million documents
— has roiled Europe, leading to
resignations and criminal inqui-
ries. In the United States, howev-
er, professional exits and investi-
gations of the individuals named
in the files have not taken place
on the same scale. Only a few
high-profile people, such as
Kathy Ruemmler, an official in
the Obama White House, have
stepped down from their jobs
after new revelations of their
connections to Epstein.

Epstein pleaded guilty in 2008
to two charges of soliciting prosti-
tution, including one involving a
minor. He was arrested on federal
sex trafficking charges in 2019
and died in federal custody later
that year. His death was ruled a
suicide. Judges and lawmakers
say that over decades, he abused,
trafficked and molested scores of
girls, many of whom have come
forward in court and in other
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11 killed in
strikes on

3 alleged
drug boats

Uptick in attacks comes
as Pentagon refocuses
warships toward Mideast

BY TArRA CorP
AND ALEX HORTON

The Pentagon announced
Tuesday it struck three more al-
leged drug boats in separate at-
tacks that killed 11 men, marking
an uptick in strikes on the small
vessels as the military redirects
the vast number of warships it
had focused on Venezuela and
sends them toward the Middle
East.

Since September, the United
States has focused its military
strategy and arsenal on the West-
ern Hemisphere and seaborne
cartel drug trade. The Pentagon
and White House have identified
the flow of narcotics as a national
security threat and sent more
than a dozen warships, including
the aircraft carrier USS Gerald R.
Ford, to the region to surround
Venezuela and choke off illicit oil
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Latest Pentagon clash: Hegseth
forces ouster of top spokesman. A4

A rite of faith

MAHMOUD ILLEAN/AP

Muslim worshipers perform the evening Tarawih prayers Tuesday during the
holy fasting month of Ramadan, next to the Dome of Rock shrine at the Al-Aqsa
Mosque compound in Jerusalem’s Old City.

Suit claims censorship
by Trump at U.S. parks

Groups say removal of
civil rights, climate data
undermines core mission

BY BRADY DENNIS

A coalition of scientific, preser-
vation and historical groups on
Tuesday sued the Trump adminis-
tration, arguing that the removal
of information about civil rights,
climate change and other topics
at multiple national parks
amounts to illegal censorship.

“Censoring science and erasing
America’s history at national
parks are direct threats to every-
thing these amazing places, and
our country, stand for,” Alan
Spears, senior director of cultural
resources for the National Parks
Conservation Association, said in
a statement announcing the fil-
ing. “As Americans, we deserve
national parks that tell stories of

our country’s triumphs and heart-
breaks alike. We can handle the
truth.”

Tuesday’s lawsuit, filed in a
federal court in Massachusetts,
argues that in its haste to carry
out President Donald Trump’s or-
der, the Interior Department has
ignored well-established princi-
ples and legal requirements when
seeking to overhaul information
presented at national parks.

“The orders and resulting im-
plementation actions ignore Con-
gress’s mandate for how the parks
mustbe managed; erase the histo-
ry of countless people and com-
munities from public spaces; lim-
it the availability of scientific in-
formation relevant to ensuring
the long-term preservation of the
parks themselves; and impair the
mission of the National Park Ser-
vice to preserve the parks ‘for the
enjoyment, education, and inspi-
ration of this and future genera-
tions,” the legal complaint states.

The Interior Department did
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RFK Jr. claims keto diets can cure schizophrenia. Here’s what science says.

BY FENIT NIRAPPIL

Health  Secretary  Robert
F. Kennedy Jr. has been inaccu-
rately claiming that patients
with schizophrenia were cured
through ketogenic diets, the lat-
est instance in which medical

experts say he has overstated
nutritional science.

But his comments spotlight an
emerging body of evidence that
food can improve the lives of
people with severe mental illness
when medication alone isn’t
working.

“There’s a germ of truth here,”
said Ken Duckworth, medical
director of the National Alliance
on Mental Illness, which raises
awareness about mental health
and advocates for improved pa-
tient care. “But the science is not
sophisticated yet.”

Psychiatrists say chronic men-
tal illnesses like schizophrenia
are managed and not cured. The
doctor whose work Kennedy cit-
ed for the claim disputed how the
nation’s top health official de-
scribed his work. Preliminary
research has shown potential in

using the high-fat, low-carbohy-
drate diet to treat severe mental
illness — but with crucial caveats

that Kennedy did not offer.
While keto has been embraced
as a fad diet for weight loss,
research has long shown medical
SEE RFK ON A5
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Ukraine talks in Geneva High casualties and
economic trouble signal that time is no longer
on Russia’s side, but Moscow isn’t backing off
its political and territorial demands. A8

No breakthrough A second round of nuclear
talks between Iran and the U.S. ended amid
Trump threats to attack if there’s no deal. A9

THE NATION

DHS spokeswoman
Tricia McLaughlin,
whose regular Fox News
appearances made her a
face of the Trump ad-
ministration’s hard-line
immigration agenda, is
stepping down. A2

THE WORLD

The U.S. plans to
deploy more high-tech
missile systems to the
Philippines to help deter
Beijing’s “illegal, coer-
cive, aggressive and de-
ceptive activities” in the
South China Sea. A10

THE ECONOMY
Stephen Colbert says
CBS prohibited him
from airing an interview
with a Democratic
Senate candidate due to
FCC concerns. B7

A quiet finish for the
U.S. stock market on
Tuesday masked big
swings underneath the
surface. A14
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Olympic hockey is
meant to be kinder and
gentler. Tell that to Cap-
itals star Tom Wilson. Bl
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Bruce Springsteen
will conclude his
20-date protest tour in
May at Nationals Park,
three miles from the
White House. B7
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signed emergency legis-
lation that bans local law
enforcement agencies
from facilitating federal
immigration arrests. B13
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These four nourishing
stews offer something
for everyone and com-
fort when you need it.
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