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This past weekend, 55 ski jumpers took part in the 104th Harris Hill Ski Jump competition in Brattleboro, Vt. Clockwise
from top, the crowd watched as Christian Friberg of the St. Paul SKki Club took off; coach Colin Delaney lifted a jumper to
demonstrate proper form; and skiers joked with a coach who was watching on a raised platform. B4.

Mass. pot
businesses
fall short
on equity

By Katie Johnston
GLOBE STAFF

When recreational mari-
juana was legalized in Massa-
chusetts, making the indus-
try equitable was front and
center. Groundbreaking pro-
grams were put in place to
help communities dispropor-
tionately harmed by the war
on drugs benefit from legal
weed, and many thought
those efforts would lead to
major windfalls.

Equity
programs
have led
to more
than 100
cannabis
licenses
in state

The equity data
includes economic
empowerment
licenses granted in
2018, as well as
those issued to
participants in the
social equity
program, which is
ongoing. The data
is up to date as of
Feb. 12.
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Neighbors call for city to get
tougher on Mass. and Cass

Drug users would be offered detox or face charges

By Chris Serres
GLOBE STAFF

Their patience long since worn thin, resi-
dents and businesses near the troubled cross-
roads of Massachusetts Avenue and Melnea
Cass Boulevard pressed City Hall on Wednesday
to take a much tougher tack on drug use and
homelessness, including the deployment of spe-
cialized police officers who would direct people
into treatment and long-term recovery.

The new strategy proposed by neighborhood
and business groups calls for ramped-up en-

forcement and expanded outreach in the area
known as Mass. and Cass by the Boston Police
Department, the creation of a specialty court for
those arrested for drug crimes, and the pressur-
ing of people into treatment. Under the propos-
al, people found to be using drugs illegally on
the streets at Mass. and Cass would be offered
an ultimatum: Either accept placement into a

drug detox program or face criminal charges.
The proposal, which is supported by a coali-
tion of South End neighborhood groups and
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Moderna
wins battle
but war
goes on

In reversal, FDA agrees
to review flu vaccine;
politics now a key factor

By Tal Kopan and Jonathan Saltzman
GLOBE STAFF

The whiplash over a new potential flu vac-
cine from Moderna, which went from rejected
to approved for review in a matter of days, has
illustrated a new reality plaguing the Cam-
bridge biotech company and other vaccine
makers: Political headwinds are now an un-
avoidable and unpredictable factor in their
business model.

On Wednesday the Food and Drug Admin-
istration announced it would review Moder-
na’s application for a new mRNA flu vaccine
for older adults, a huge reprieve for the com-
pany after the agency only two weeks ago re-
jected it.

But that initial rejection, and the firestorm
it ignited, has only served to highlight the per-
ilous environment Moderna and other vac-
cine makers find themselves in as key players
in the administration continue to scrutinize
vaccines, and in particular the messenger
RNA vaccines in which Moderna specializes.

“There’s no question that the politics of
vaccines and the opinions of people in key po-
sitions . . . are influencing the outcomes of
FDA decisions,” said Chris Meekins, a health
care policy analyst at the investment firm
Raymond James and former health official in
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Unarmed,
he took on
R.1. gunman
hand to hand

Bystander able to jam

weapon, stop attack
By Christopher Gavin

GLOBE STAFF

PROVIDENCE — Two loud pops.

At first, from his seat high in the bleachers
during Monday’s high school hockey game at
Dennis M. Lynch Arena in Pawtucket, Michael
Black thought he heard bal-
loons popping, right in front
of him.

Then, another pop, and a
grim reality set in: Through
the crowd, Black saw a hand
on a gun.
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