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Scattered showers will give
way to drier and brighter
conditions. Highs of 5-10
degrees with variable winds.

COLIN GLEESON

Private drivers should be al-
lowed to provide taxi services
using their own cars through
platforms such as Uber to com-
bat shortages in the industry,
the consumer watchdog has
said.

New research from the Com-
petition and Consumer Protec-
tion Commission (CCPC) has
found a supply shortage in the
taxi sector, as four in 10 people
who tried to get a taxi in Decem-
ber reported difficulties in do-
ing so.

Companies such as Uber do
currently operate in Dublin,
but regulations mean they can
only act as a booking agent for li-
censed taxi drivers, rather than
work as a ride-hailing service.

With a “significant share” of
taxi users wanting the choice of
ride-hailing (49 per cent), the
CCPC has called for the remov-

al of regulatory barriers to facili-
tate “entry of these services”.

Ride-hailing platforms, in-
cluding Uber and Bolt, connect
private drivers to passengers
via apps. “This would mean al-
lowing these private drivers to
provide services using their
own cars, subject to appropri-
ate regulatory safeguards,” the
CCPC said yesterday.

According to the research,
conducted in collaboration
with Ipsos B&A, 57 per cent of
those who expressed an opin-
ion believe there are not
enough taxis available in their
area. However, there are stark
differences across geographi-
cal locations.

While 56 per cent of those liv-
ing in Dublin believed there are
enough taxis in their area, only
28 per cent of those outside of
the capital agreed. That drops
to 21 per cent for those living in
Connacht or Ulster.

Participants were asked
whether they would like the
choice of accessing ride-hailing
services, subject to regulatory
requirements. While 49 per
cent of taxi users surveyed
would like the option of
ride-hailing services, that fig-
ure rose to 57 per cent for those
who believed there were not
enough taxis in their area.

When asked whether they
would prefer a fixed fare or a
metered fare, 60 per cent said
they would support a fixed fare
option.

CCPC chairman Brian
McHugh said: “Regulatory bar-
riers in the taxi market have
failed to facilitate innovations
that have flourished in other
countries, and consumers are
suffering as a result.”
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Just three companies – technol-
ogy groups Apple and Micro-
soft and pharma group Eli Lilly
– were responsible for almost
half the corporate tax collected
by the State in 2024.

A report by the Irish Fiscal
Advisory Council (Ifac) esti-
mates that the three US multi-
nationals paid 46 per cent – or
around ¤13 billion – of the
¤28.1 billion collected that
year.

It has warned that a heavy re-

liance on a limited number of
companies for a substantial tax
take “carries significant risk”.

While the budgetary watch-
dog does not name the compa-
nies involved, publicly available
financial statements indicate
that iPhone maker Apple paid
approximately ¤5.8 billion in
corporate tax here in 2024.

This was alongside the
¤14 billion it paid as a result of
its high-profile tax battle with
the European Commission.

Separate accounts show Ap-
ple’s tech rival Microsoft,
which employs about 6,400

people in Ireland, paid approxi-
mately ¤4.8 billion in tax here
in 2024. Eli Lilly, which manu-
factures the ingredients for its
top-selling weight loss drugs
Zepbound and Mounjaro in Ire-
land, paid about ¤2.2 billion.

Drug giant Pfizer was previ-
ously in third position in terms
of Ireland’s top corporate tax-
payers but a fall-off in earnings
in 2024 as demand for its Covid
vaccine and medicine slumped
saw it eclipsed by Eli Lilly.

Ifac’s report highlights what
it describes as the “exceptional-
ly concentrated” nature of Ire-

land’s corporate tax base, with
just two companies responsible
for ¤11 billion or almost 40 per
cent of receipts in 2024.

It notes that corporation tax
here almost doubled between
2021 and 2024, “largely driven
by increased payments from
the top three payers”. Howev-
er, it warns that as “corporation
tax revenues become more con-
centrated, they also become
more risky”.

“Future receipts could be
much higher or lower than cur-
rent levels,” the budgetary
watchdog says.

On a positive note, it says the
two highest-paying tech compa-
niescontinue to perform strong-
ly. Both firms reported dou-
ble-digit global revenue growth
in 2025 “and market analysts
expect this growth to continue
into 2026 at least, supported by
strong demand for their latest
products and services”, it says.

The council also notes that
Ireland appears to be a key man-
ufacturing base for the active in-
gredient used to make hugely
popular weight-loss and diabe-
tes medicines. “Higher sales of
these medicines in 2025 in-

creased corporation tax re-
ceipts in Ireland. Some of this
was because one large pharma
group front-loaded some ex-
ports to the US ahead of expect-
ed tariffs,” it said.

Corporatetax receipts are ex-
pected to rise again in 2026 as a
new minimum global tax rate of
15 per cent rate, agreed as part
of an Organisation for Econom-
ic Co-operation and Develop-
ment agreement oninternation-
al tax in 2021, kicks in.
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Watchdog wants ride-hailing
apps like Uber to be allowed

U2 have released their first
collection of new music since 2017
– a politically charged EP entitled
Days of Ash.

Comprising five songs and a
poem, it is described as a “current
response to world events”,
exploring themes of war, politics
and violence.

One of the tracks on the EP,
Yours Eternally, comments on
Russia’s war on Ukraine, and
features Ukrainian soldier Taras
Topolia.

American Obituary focuses on
the fatal shooting of
mother-of-three Renee Good by an
Ice agent last month. Other songs
on the record explore the
Israel-Palestine conflict and the
Women, Life, Freedom protest
movement in Iran. The band are
pictured playing in a Kyiv
underground station in May 2022.
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More than 200 children being
treated by the Child and Ado-
lescent Mental Health Servic-
es (Camhs) in north Kerry
were at risk of potential harm,
an independent review has
found.

The HSE yesterday pub-
lished a review into the ser-
vice, which raised concerns
about high rates of prescrib-
ing of medication and low
rates of therapeutic interven-
tion.

The report, conducted by
Dr Colette Halpin, a consult-
ant child and adolescent psy-
chiatrist, examined the care of
374 children who were active
on the north Kerry Camhs
team database in November
2022.

Of these, 209 cases – 56 per
cent – were found to be at risk
of potential for harm.

In 12 files, the potential for
harm was considered to be mi-
nor and these families re-
ceived a letter outlining this
fact.

Fewer than five cases were
considered to be at risk of ma-
jor harm, while the remainder
were at risk of moderate
harm. All of these were of-
fered open disclosure meet-
ings.

The review found 79 per
cent of patients attending
mainstream Camhs services
in north Kerry were pre-
scribed psychotropic medica-
tion, compared with 39 per
cent in the HSE national audit.

Keith Rolls, a Tralee-based
solicitor who represents more
than 100 affected families,
said they were “absolutely
shocked” by the findings,
which he described as “very
damning”.

The length of time it took to
complete and publish the re-
port has “completely eroded
trust” between the families
and the health service, he said.

“Families want the opportu-
nity to join the compensation
scheme as was done for the
south Kerry Camhs team.
They need to be incorporated
so they’re not subject to any
further distress,” he said.

“In the grand scheme of
things, there needs to be a full

review taken since the clini-
cian [at the centre of the
report] started working, ex-
tending back to 2010.”

The review was commis-
sioned following a report in
south Kerry Camhs, which
identified similar concerns.

The doctor whose work
came under scrutiny in the re-
port is understood to no long-
er be practising medicine.

Hannah Ní Ghiolla
Mhairtín, of Families for Re-
form of Camhs advocacy
group, said families were
“heartbroken and angry”.

“These are not just figures
on a page. They are our chil-
dren.

“We trusted a system over-
seen by the Health Service Ex-
ecutive to protect our chil-
dren. That trust has been deep-
ly shaken.”

Speaking following the re-
port’s publication, Minister of
State for Mental Health Mary
Butler said it found “funda-
mental care deficits”, which
had not been identified else-
where around the country.

Butler said it was her inten-
tion to extend the compensa-
tion scheme to the families af-
fected by the review and she
had spoken with the Attorney
General in that regard.

Butler will visit Kerry today
and tomorrow to meet affect-
ed families and the regional
health forum.

Dr Amanda Burke, the HSE
National Clinical Lead for
Child and Youth Mental
Health, said the report out-
lined the “ways in which many
young people were failed by
the mental health services
that were provided to them”.

Speaking in the Dáil yester-
day, Taoiseach Micheál Mar-
tin said there had to be “ac-
countability from a clinical
perspective” in the case of chil-
dren who suffered harm.

Martin said “there will be a
need for an extended look
back in terms of absolute cer-
tainty for all cases”, adding
that he understood a referral
would be made to the Medical
Council in respect ofwhat tran-
spired.

Hundreds
of young
patients
were at ‘risk
of harm’
Psychiatrist examined mental health
care for 374 children in north Kerry

Families say they are ‘absolutely
shocked’ by ‘damning’ findings
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