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Inside the perimeter of the former East Wing

FROM TOP: Work continues on the construction of the ballroom at the White House 
on Tuesday. President Donald Trump offers the closest look yet at the construction 
project amid new questions over its funding. A detailed view of the site. Story, B13

BY LENA H. SUN  
AND LAUREN WEBER 

Public health authorities and 
experts warn that the world is 
confronting a dangerous conver-
gence of factors that could make 
the latest Ebola outbreak extraor-
dinarily difficult to contain: a 
fast-moving epidemic in a con-
flict-ridden region, involving a 
strain with no approved vaccine, 
at a moment when the global 
health infrastructure built after 
past Ebola crises has been weak-
ened by funding cuts and political 
upheaval.

The concern comes as the Unit-

ed States on Monday tightened 
entry rules for some travelers and 
disclosed that an American in-
fected with the deadly disease 
was flown to Germany for treat-
ment.

The outbreak is suspected to be 
linked to 130 deaths and more 
than 500 infections in Democrat-
ic Republic of Congo as of Tues-
day, with two confirmed cases in 
Uganda. The World Health Orga-
nization declared an internation-
al public health emergency in 

see EBOLA on A12

Fast-moving Ebola outbreak 
may prove di∞cult to contain

have said Trump and his family 
are barred from receiving direct 
payments from the $1.8 billion 
compensation fund, ending any 
pending tax investigations could 
benefit them personally.

The new provision to the settle-
ment — which resolved a lawsuit 
Trump, his two eldest sons and his 
family business filed against the 
agency in January over the leak by 
a contractor of their confidential 
tax returns — was dated Tuesday 
and signed by acting attorney gen-
eral Todd Blanche. 

A spokesperson for the Justice 
Department described the new el-
ement as a “customary” part of 
most legal settlements releasing 
both parties from any claims they 
might have against each other. 
She stressed that it did not pre-
vent the IRS from auditing or 
pursuing unpaid tax claims 
against the Trumps for future tax 
years.

Typically, though, such releases 
are limited to claims arising from 
matters central to the litigation 
being settled and do not restrict 
the parties from pursuing poten-
tially unrelated claims, in this case 
audits of the Trumps’ past returns.

see IRS on A2

BY JEREMY ROEBUCK 

Trump administration officials 
confronted bipartisan skepticism 
Tuesday of their deal to resolve 
President Donald Trump’s legal 
claims against the government, as 
lawmakers panned its $1.8 billion 
fund to compensate targets of 
“weaponized” justice and ques-
tioned a newly revealed provision 
that could carry significant finan-
cial benefits to the president and 
his family.

A one-page addendum to the 
deal posted Tuesday to the Justice 
Department’s website said the IRS 
would be “forever barred and pre-
cluded” from pursuing unpaid tax 
claims against Trump, members 
of his family or his businesses that 
arose before the settlement being 
reached.

It was not immediately clear 
whether the IRS had any open tax 
audits of the president or his rela-
tives, and the Treasury Depart-
ment did not respond to requests 
for comment on that question, but 
Trump has often complained that 
he has been the subject of punish-
ing, yearslong tax inquiries before 
his years in the White House.

While administration officials 

Trump deal with 
IRS ‘forever’ bars 
past tax inquiries

Lawmakers criticize $1.8B  settlement

President and family cannot tap compensation fund

peace and security.”
Monday’s fatal shooting of 

three men at the Islamic Center of 
San Diego also brought a spot-
light to the issue of public funding 
for security at religious institu-
tion. Hundreds of clergy were on 
Capitol Hill Tuesday as a bill was 
filed in the Senate to provide 
$1 billion in additional funding 
for such security.

San Diego police said the two 
teenage suspects in Monday’s at-
tack were radicalized online. In 
one of their vehicles, the FBI 
found “writings and various ide-
ologies outlining religious and ra-
cial beliefs of how the world they 
envisioned should look.” The two 
were found dead nearby shortly 
after the attack.

“When elected officials, when 
the media try to dehumanize a 
community, this is the result,” 
Imam Taha Hassane, the center’s 
director, said in an interview with 
The Washington Post. “When we 
don’t watch what we say about 

see SHOOTING on A6

BY MICHELLE BOORSTEIN  
AND N. KIRKPATRICK 

Religious leaders from across 
the country are warning that a 
deadly shooting at a San Diego 
Islamic center — the latest in a 
string of attacks against houses of 
worship — reflects the escalating 
rhetoric against Muslims and oth-
er religious groups. 

“This tragedy is a painful re-
minder that Islamophobia and 
religious bigotry continue to en-
danger lives and undermine the 
safety and rights of minority com-
munities,” said a statement from 
the Indian American Muslim 
Council. “We urge political lead-
ers, law enforcement, and civil 
society to confront anti-Muslim 
hatred with the seriousness it de-
mands and to ensure that all com-
munities are able to worship in 

Mosque killings follow 
rise in anti-Islam voices
San Diego police say the 

two teenage shooters 
were radicalized online

BY CHRISTOPHER ROWLAND 

The affordability crisis for 
many people who have health 
insurance under the Affordable 
Care Act came into sharper focus 
Tuesday, with a new analysis 
projecting that higher premiums 
will cause millions more people 
to lose insurance this year. 

Another sign of economic dis-
tress: Average deductibles for 
policyholders are now the high-
est ever, a result of people 
switching to the exchange’s 
cheapest “bronze plans” in re-
sponse to premium hikes, ac-
cording to the report released 
Tuesday by KFF, a health policy 
research organization.

With greater migration to 

bronze plans, the average de-
ductible for ACA recipients rose 
more than $1,000 a year, to 
$3,786, the KFF analysis found. 

There are two ways that peo-
ple are losing coverage. First, 
premium increases prevented 
some from signing up during last 
year’s open enrollment period. 
Now, millions who did sign up 
can no longer afford the premi-
ums and will lose coverage for 
failing to pay.

The impacts are a result of a 
deadlock in Congress last year 
over covid-era ACA subsidies set 
to expire starting this year. Re-
publicans, who hold majorities 
in the House and the Senate, 
refused to extend the subsidies 
for 2026 despite months of wran-
gling and a 43-day government 
shutdown. 

With premiums rising as 
much as 100 percent for some, 
about 1 million people opted out 
of coverage for 2026 during last 
year’s open enrollment period. 
The KFF analysis says attrition 
for failing to pay could grow 
throughout the year by up to 
4 million more.

In all, active enrollment could 
see INSURANCE on A18

Millions are expected to lose ACA coverage

Higher premiums will 
cause the change, a new 

analysis projects

BY CATHERINE BELTON 
 AND RUDY LU 

In the hours before Russian 
President Vladimir Putin arrived 
in China on Tuesday, he beamed 
out a video message proclaiming 
“an unprecedented level” of rela-
tions between Moscow and Bei-
jing and cooperation on an “equal 
basis.” 

But as Putin visits — days after 
President Donald Trump’s sum-
mit with Xi Jinping — there is 
growing imbalance between Rus-
sia and China, which are longtime 
allies against the United States, 
but also uneasy neighbors. 

China’s economic and political 
might on the world stage contin-
ues to grow, while Putin appears 
to be in one of the weakest posi-
tions since he ordered the full-
scale invasion of Ukraine in Feb-
ruary 2022, Western officials and 
analysts said. 

The Russian economy is falter-
ing, and punitive sanctions are 
increasing Moscow’s dependency 
on Beijing. Meanwhile, there is 
distrust beneath the surface, with 
at least one possible espionage 
case simmering in Russia. 

see PUTIN on A11

Distrust 
simmers as 
Putin visits 
Xi in China
Moscow’s dependency on 

Beijing increases as 
Ukraine war takes toll
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BY SAMMY WESTFALL 

Before chancing the treacher-
ous waters of the Strait of Hor-
muz, the all-Filipino crew of 23 
had been stranded at anchor for 
more than a month in the Persian 
Gulf as the U.S. and Israel waged 
war against Iran.

The crew members had hud-
dled on the cargo ship’s bridge to 
cast a final vote: Should they risk 
the perilous six-hour journey, 
made treacherous by mines and 
Iranian attacks? Although the 
path was closed to most interna-
tional traffic, there was no way 
out but through.

Their worst fears came to pass: 
As the vessel navigated the Strait 
of Hormuz, it met with a hail of 
bullets that shattered windows 
and pockmarked it with dents. 
The crew scattered for cover, 
caught up in the ripple effects of a 
conflict in which they had no 
part. The gunfire appeared to 
come from small Iranian boats. 

Before each of the five votes the 
sailors wound up holding ahead 
of their passage, the captain 
printed and handed out copies of 
letters from the Greek shipping 
company managing the vessel, 
urging them in increasingly stri-
dent terms to go for it, and 
expressing what sailors, some 
paid as little as a few hundred 
dollars a month, described as 

see STRAIT on A13

A hail of 
bullets for 
ship risking 
run in strait
Seafarers just trying to do 
their jobs are caught up 
in conflict, at grave peril
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