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As deadly firestorms
raged in Los Angeles
County, carvingapathofde-
struction that displaced
families and killed 31people,
bets onlinewere rolling in.

The wagers flowed into
Polymarket, a company that
bills itself as the largest plat-
form for predicting global
events, where it posed fre-
quently asked questions
about the Eaton and
Palisades fires as they
scorchedcommunities.How
fast would the blazes grow?
How long would it take to
contain them? How much
wouldbedestroyed?

According to a letter sent
from nine senators this
month to the U.S. Commod-
ity Futures Trading Com-
mission, which regulates
prediction market plat-
forms, Polymarket accepted
morethan$1.2million inpre-
dictions, or bets, on the Jan-

uary 2025 fires.
“That was fun. Thanks

everyone. Until the next
time!” one Polymarket user
commented on a thread
where users could putmon-
ey on the Palisades fire’s
containment date. Others,
however, expressed some
concerns about themorality
of cashing in on the destruc-
tion.

“This is deeply unethi-
cal,” one commented.

Prediction market plat-
forms have exploded in
popularity in recent years,
facing condemnation from
lawmakers and others who
argue the sites commodify
human suffering and, in
some cases, incentivize
wrongdoing. Proponents ar-
gue that the markets, their
term for a question you can
bet on, provide amore accu-
rate snapshotofpublicopin-
ion than traditional polls be-
cause of the financial incen-
tives.

California Sens. Alex
Padilla and Adam Schiff,
along with seven other law-
makers, urged the federal
government in their letter to
rein in such betting and pre-
vent people from profiting

“THAT WAS FUN,” one online bettor said on a thread predicting the containment date for the Palisades fire.
Brian van der Brug Los Angeles Times

While L.A.
burned, online
gamblers bet
on the damage
Experts say prediction
sites that allow wagers
on disasters can create
dangerous incentives.

By Hannah Fry
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AMMAN, Jordan —
When the U.S. launched the
Iran war nearly six months
ago, it was to be the coup de
grace in dismantling the
“Axis of Resistance,” an
Iran-led alliance of armed
groups and governments ar-
rayed against the United
States and Israel.

The axis included not
just the militant groups
Hamas and Hezbollah, but
Yemen’s Houthi rebels, mili-
tias in Syria and Iraq, and
the government of Syria’s
then-dictator Bashar
Assad.

The thinking was that
with the axis’ “tentacles”
weakened, if not van-
quished, all that would re-
main, as Israeli andU.S. offi-
cials often said,wouldbe the
“headof the octopus”: Iran.

But it now appears re-
ports of the axis’ unraveling
are exaggerated.

The IslamicRepublic, far
from capitulating under the
U.S. and Israel’s withering
assault,hascompounded its
leverage by closing the
Strait ofHormuz.

Hamas and Hezbollah
remain stubbornly in place,
with the latter maintaining
its lethality, evenas Iraqimi-
litias — defying Baghdad’s
attempts at defanging them
—have launched attacks on
America’s Persian Gulf al-
lies.

And though Assad has
been ousted from Syria, the
Houthis in Yemen now
threaten to restart their
long-running feud with
Saudi Arabia and seal an-
other crucial choke point —
the Bab al Mandab strait
linking the Red Sea and the

Pro-Iran
alliance
bloodied
but also
unbroken
‘Axis of Resistance’
has been surprisingly
resilient in face of U.S.
campaign, analysts say.

By Nabih Bulos
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Youngadult dramashavealwaysbeen
pivotal to Netflix’s programming. Think
of massive global hits such as “Stranger
Things” and “OuterBanks.”

Now, the streaming giant wants to
make it easier for viewers to find themon
its vast andeclectic platform.

Netflix on Friday launched a new hub
for YA content that includes several hun-
dred titles of original or licensed movies
and shows about the coming-of-age sto-
ries of youngadults.

The genre is popular with viewers: 23
young adult titles made Netflix’s global
top 10 list this year. Those include the
third seasonof “XOKitty,” about a young
woman studying in Korea, and an ice
skating drama called “Finding Her
Edge.”

Since 2023, Netflix said its YA shows
and movies have generated more than
10.5 billion global views. The programs
alsoarebuzzyonsocialmedia,withYAti-
tles representing 30% of Netflix’s most-

talked-about titles since 2022, according
to theLosGatos-based company.

“It’s just been really clear that this au-
diencehas a voracious appetite, and they
really looktoNetflixasapremierdestina-
tion for these types of stories,” said Jinny
Howe,Netflix’s headof scripted series for
theU.S. andCanada.

Netflix is not alone. The genre has be-
come increasingly important to stream-
ersasstoriesabout first loves,highschool
drama and coming-of-age tales connect
with a wide demographic, from young
people to older generations. The third
and final season of “Euphoria” ranks
among HBO Max’s three most-watched
returning seasons. Amazon Prime Video
in June held a fan event for its YA series
and films called “Obsessed Fest.” “Off
Campus,” which launched in May,
reached 36 million viewers in its first 12
days onPrimeVideo,Amazon said.

Disney+, Paramount+andHBOMax

Netflix leans into YA
with YouTube threat

Youth hub makes hundreds of shows easy to find
ByWendy Lee

[SeeNetflix,A10] Nearly 30 years after Tu-
pac Shakur was gunned
down near the Las Vegas
Strip in a killing that rocked
the rapworld, the trial of the
man prosecutors allege did
everything but pull the trig-
ger got underway Monday
withnew revelations.

Nevada prosecutors al-
lege Duane “Keffe D” Davis,
a onetime Compton gang
member, orchestrated
Shakur’s killing as revenge
for an attack on his nephew
hours earlier and are using
Davis’ own words in inter-
views and a book he co-
authoredas evidence.

In opening statements,
prosecutors said an ugly
gang rivalry on the streets of
Compton led to the slaying

of Shakur, the rapper and
actor,whodiedsixdaysafter
hewas shot.

The Sept. 7, 1996, shoot-
ing, they said, was rooted in
a war between Southside
Crips-Burris Street, led by
Davis, andMob Piru, a gang
long associated with Death
Row Records. Shakur was
closely affiliated with Death
Row, and the record compa-
ny’s boss, Marion “Suge”
Knight, was inside his car
thenighthewasattacked.

In court testimony Mon-
day, it was revealed that
Shakur was conscious en
route to the hospital after
the shooting but did not co-
operatewith authorities.

The first witness, Garry
Dale, a Las VegasMetro po-
lice officer, testified that he
sawShakur pulled out of the
car with gunshot wounds
and rode in the ambulance
withhim.

When he asked Shakur
who shot him, the rapper
replied, “ ‘No, we’ll take care
of it,’ ” Dale said. “I couldn’t

Gang war blamed
in Shakur’s death
Trial of the alleged
mastermind behind
rapper’s killing gets
started in Las Vegas.

By Richard Winton
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For more than four dec-
ades, theLakerswere a fam-
ily-run business. The sibling
rivalries still remain.

Jeanie Buss is fighting
back after her siblings re-
portedly voted to sell the
family’s remaining stake in
the Lakers on Monday. The
team’s governor, Buss sent a
letter through her attorney
to her brothers’ attorneys
stating any votes to sell the
family’s remaining 17.8%
stake in the teamtonewma-
jority owners Bob Iger and
JoshuaKushner are void be-
cause the sale cannot be
completedwithoutapproval
of the other trustees: Jeanie
and her younger siblings,
Janie andJoey.

ESPN reported Monday
that the six Buss family
siblings, who took over team
ownership after their father,
Jerry Buss, died in 2013, are
selling their shares of the
Lakers to Iger and Kushner
following a family vote. Iger,
the longtime Disney chief
executive, and Kushner, a
venturecapitalist andentre-
preneur, agreed last week to
buy Mark Walter’s control-

Buss contests family
sale of Lakers stake
Court made her owner for life, she
says, after siblings announce deal
By Thuc Nhi Nguyen

JEANIE BUSS, with Kobe Bryant in 2009, has been
the face of Lakers ownership for more than a decade.

Wally Skalij Los Angeles Times
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Evenwith gasoline prices
near a four-year high, global
sales of electric vehicles are
slowing as consumers balk
at steep prices and a spotty
charging infrastructure. In
this odd climate, hybrid cars
arehotagainafteraquarter-
century out of the limelight.
Automakers are selling
more of them than ever, and

in more countries, ramping
up production to meet de-
mand.

Hybrids accounted for
about14%of newcars sold in
the U.S. last year, up from
less than 3% in 2020. In
Spain, hybrids make up al-
most half of all new cars; in
Japan,more thanhalf.

In theU.S., demand is ex-
pected to more than double
over the next decade. Even
California is back on the
bandwagon, with hybrid
registrations overtaking

those of EVs in the second
quarter.

“The consumer has spo-
ken, and hybrids are a hit,”
saidDavidChrist, who leads
the Toyota brand in North
America. “We’re justgoingto
keepbuildingmore.”

The gasoline-electric cat-
egory has come a long way
since the Toyota Prius ar-
rived around the turn of the
century.Where hybridswere
once seen as a pit stop in the
transition to fully electric ve-
hicles, consumersarechoos-

ing themover EVs in greater
numbers because they are
usually cheaper, have a long-
er driving range and can be
refueled at any gas station.
For automakers battered by
inflation and tariffs, hybrids
also are attractive, fetching
apremiumof $1,500 to $3,000
per vehicle overwholly gaso-
line-powered models, ac-
cording toEdmunds.com.

Auto executives say they
still think EVs will win out
over time, but that could

Hybrid cars are hot again as EV demand slips
By Chester Dawson,
Valentine Hilaire
and Alisha Sachdev
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L.A. mayoral
poll was fake
The company behind a
purported survey
showing Bass with a
wide lead comes clean.
CALIFORNIA, B1

Weather
Partly sunny.
L.A. Basin: 90/69.B6
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Paramount seeks
funds from states
Studio asks a judge to
require a $1.9-billion
bond in antitrust
lawsuit. BUSINESS, A9

For the latest news,
go to latimes.com.

‘NASHVILLE’ STAR DIES

Matt Sayles Associated Press

Hayden Panettiere, who began as a child actor
in films before landing major roles on TV series
such as “Heroes,” was 36. ENTERTAINMENT, E1

CLIPPERS PROBE: Sides clash in latest phase of Leonard inquiry. SPORTS, B10


